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FOREWORD 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
Mr.  Prem  Nath's  book.  It  deals 
with  many  urgent  problems  in  a 
progressive  spirit.  His  observa- 
tions are  generally  intelligent 
and  always  interesting.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  those  of  us  who 
are  interested  in  the  many 
questions  now  troubling  oiu- 
country  will  find  this  book  quite 
helpful. 


(Sd.)  S.  RADHA  KRISHANAN 

Vice  Chancellor, 
Benares  Hindu  University. 


INTRODUCTION 

The  present  book  has  grown  out  of  my  articles 
published  from  time  to  time  in  various  papers  and 
magazines.  To  the  reader  the  book  may  betray  the 
observations  and  sentiments  of  less  maturer  years  and  I 
have  on  that  account  no  pretension  to  malle,  for  most  of 
articles  were  in  fact,  written  during  my  college  days.  All 
the  same  I  have  been  encouraged  to  publish  it  in  its 
present  from  for  Dr.  Sir  Radhakrishanan  have  been  very 
very  kind  to  pen  down  a  foreword  to  this  attempt.  But 
for  his  sympathetic  observations,  I  would  not  have  been 
given  the  present  experience  of  being  blessed  by  an  in- 
tellectual luminary.  I  owe  him  many  thanks  for  that 
matter. 

The  book  is  not  meant  to  be  understood  as  a  final 
pronouncement  on  the  issues  it  has  touched.  Its  main 
purpose  would  be  fulfilled  if  it  helps  to  stimulate  the 
interest  in  the  minds  of  the  readers  to  give  due  con- 
sideration to  otherwise  neglected  problems  in  our  country 
so  that  by  and  by  we  bring  about  by  the  dynamics  of 
our  thought  a  better  India.  The  more,  the  reader  may 
disagree  with  the  views  expressed  in  the  book  the  more 
is  the  purpose  that  the  book  shall  have  served  :  because 
it  will  be  H  healthy  sign  of  the  rise  of  reason  in  place  of 
abnormal  thinking  and  way  of  our  life  thai  have  eaten 
the  vitals  of  our  society. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  my  friend  Prof.  N.  C.  Kan  war. 
M.A.,  of  the  D.  A.  V.  College.  Rawalpindi  who  took  the 
trouble  and  care  of  going  through  my  manuscript  and 
valuable  suggestions. 

PREM  NATH. 
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CHAPTER  I 
KNOW  THYSELF 

Science  with  all  her  inventions  has  captured  the 
popular  mind.  The  huge  noisy  mechanism  of  the  modern 
world  like  the  noisy  cinemas,  ctying  radios  and  the 
droning  aeroplanes  overhead  seems  to  proclaim  with  the 
beat  of  the  drums  that  the  truth,  at  least,  has  been 
sought  and  won  over  and  the  world  bows  before  the 
mighty  conqueror  in  blind  faith  yet  the  old  arm-chair 
philosopher  snugly  ensconced  in  the  warmth  of  his  own 
musings  and  chewing  the  cud  of  these  so-called  wonder- 
ful achievements  laughs  at  such  deliberate  frauds  and 
half-truths  for  he  knows  that  these  inventions  are  at 
best  only  a  part  of  truth  and  not  whole  of  it. 

All  novelties  originate  from  the  tiny  brain  of  the 
man  yet  this  small  spot  itself  has  never  been  studied. 
Human  individual  has  never  been  given  a  serious  con- 
sideration as  if  he  formed  no  part  of  the  world's  huge 
machinery.  We  endeavour  earnestly  to  teach  in  one 
breath  many  arts  and  sciences  to  school  and  college 
students.  You  ask  a  school  boy,  "Where  is  Nile? " 
Y^ou  futher  ask  him,  "Where  is  Boston  ?",  and  he  would. 
be  forthcoming  with  facts  he  had  committed  to  memory. 
Besides,  he  would  be  able  to  give  you  many  theories  of 
political  science  and  economics  while  he  would  know 
next  to  nothing  about  mind  and  its  working  and  its 
improper  functioning  which  is  the  cause  of  the   present- 
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day  confusion,  struggle  and  unrest.  Yet  the  same  mind 
would  wander  in  the  world  in  search  of  knowledge  and 
truth  and  no  wonder  if  they  are  able  to  keep  av.ay  from 

him. 

Mind  is  vaster  than  the  vastest  world  transcend- 
ing all  boundaries  and  limitations,  and  so  is  human 
nature.  The  whole  history  of  mankind  is  a  mere 
unfolding  of  the  human  nature  yet  we  have  only  picked 
up  superfluous  facts  in  the  garb  of  reality.  The  modern 
civilisation  is  the  poorer  for  its  achievements  in  so  far 
as  it  has  rendered  man  a  complete  nervous  wreck. 
Although  the  wider  range  has  been  embraced  by  human 
intellect,  has  dived  deep  into  the  unfathomed  and  the 
unfathomable,  yet  there  are  depths  which  remain 
wholly  uncharged.  And  what  is  needed  is  not  mere 
spreading  wide  at  human  possibilities  and  impossibilities 
but  digging  deep  into  the  truth  lying  at  measureless 
bottoms. 

One  may  say  these  problems  are  more  difficult  for 
the  child's  understanding  but  I  wonder  if  he  has  been 
properly  understood  and  guided.  Let  him  know  some- 
thing about  play,  about  dreams  etc.,  and  you  have  given 
him  a  good  start  in  the  proper  grasping  of  the  subject. 

Perhaps,  it  is  quite  appropriate,  and  desirable  too, 
that  the  first  chapter  of  this  book  should  open  with 
some  reflections  upon  human  nature  represented  by 
instincts,  emotions,  propensities  and  sentiments  which 
are  the  dynamics  of  human  behaviour  and  thought. 
Instincts  are  vital  to  the  very  life  of  man,  they  are  the 
springs  of  actions  and  for  that   reason   they  cannot   be 
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suppressed  ;  still  less  it  is  desirable    to    suppress   them. 
They  are  rooted  in  the  biological  necessity  of  preserving 
and  bettering  human    society.     They  can,    at    best,    be 
sublimated  but  not  negatived.     The  perverted   instincts 
like  jealousy  and  hatred  can  be  sublimated    with   better 
result.     Jealousy   when    turned    to    competition     loses 
much  of  the  element  of  scorn  and  accelerates  the   work- 
ing tone.     Likewise  we  can  sublimate   hatred    when  we 
direct   it    towards    evil    and  not  towards  persons.     Sex 
instinct,  the  most  powerful  instinct  operating  upon  man 
has  found  expression  on  being  subUmated  in  the  manifold 
creation  of  music,  art,    painting   and   literature.     It  is 
this   psychological   fact   which   has   worked  either  con- 
sciously or   unconsciously   in    the    right    moulding    of 
society.     Almost  all  institutions  of  society  are  sublimat- 
ed forms  of  instincts,  giving  healthy  direction    to   brute 
forces  which  if  left  to  themselves  would  run   riot   as  of 
course  they  did  in  the   primitive  society.     Sex   instinct, 
for  example,  has  given  rise  to  the  institution  of  marriage 
with  all  the  phases  of  family  Hfe;  instinct  of  revenge  has 
for  its  subUmated  form  the  wonderful  institution  organis- 
ed by  society ;  L  e..  Courts  of  Justice  and   consequently 
the  prison  houses.     What  is  then  required  at  this   tran- 
sitional  stage  refinement  and   development    of    these 
institutions  in  consonance  with  broad,   cultural,   ethical 
and   humanitarin   principles.      The   great   master-mind 
Aristotle  expressed,  perhaps,  the    same   truth  when   he 
said  in  connection  with  the    state,     "  The   state   comes 
into  existence  to  make  life  possible,  it  continues  to  exist 
to  make  life  good." 
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Of  course,  we  cannot  be  blind  to  the  struggling 
instincts  waiting  anxiously  for  victory  ;  sometimes  the 
altruistic  instincts  winning  the  day  while  sometimes  the 
egoistic  instincts  establishing  their  unquestionable 
mastery  over  them.  It  is  during  this  struggle  to  which 
man  falls  a  blind  prey,  that  the  lesser  side  of  human 
nature  finds  an  undying  expression.  It  is  during  this 
moment  again  that  the  man  gives  out  his  baser  self  and 
falls  out  in  non-co-operation  with  the  society  to  gain  his 
own  end  he  holds  near  and  dear,  for  true  as  the  saying 
goes,  "  Near  is  my  shirt  but  nearer  still  is  my  skin." 

The  apparently  seeming  co-operation,  if  at  all    it   is 
seen   anywhere,   is   nothing   but   a   hidden     motive    to 
greater  selfish  ends  one  has  in  view.     It  is  not  painting 
the  devil  too  black  when  one  keeps  before  his   mind   the/ 
scenes  from  the  ordinary  life  lived  in   our  own  country 
where  the  sense  of  co-operation  has  sunk  to  the   lowest. 
Scenes  at  the  railway  booking  houses,  cinemas   and    the 
railway  compartment  would  put  to  shame  and   consequ- 
ently to  depression  even  the  most  earnest   of    us.     The 
very   same   man   who  gets   into   a  crowded  third-class 
compartment  by  various  requests,  stands  up   boldly   on 
the  next  station   like   a   '  tough '  defending  the  'Morcha'- 
as  it  were,  not  letting  in  any  person  even  though   he   be 
quite  old   deserving    respectful    considerations.    These 
happening  observations  may  count  to  be  quite  insignific- 
ant in  themselves  but  to   any  deep-thinking   man    they 
are  fraught  with  far-reaching  influences  on  the    road    to 
the  development  of  the  individual   and   from   thence   of 
the    nation.     It   is    the    ordinary    habits   of     discipline 
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which  enter  into  wider  forces  of  society — in  social  and 
political  world  and  control  the  brute  forces  while  the 
loose  habits  themselves  join  hands  with  the  evil 
forces  and  work  for  the  evil  they  can.  However 
enlightened  and  democratic  a  form  of  any  govern- 
ment be,  none  should  expect  it  to  flourish  and 
prosper  unless  the  people  who  constitute  it  are  of  high 
calibre,  disciplined  into  good  habits,  and  trained  into 
appreciating  the  keen  sense  of  responsibility.  And  Pope 
said,  and  rightly  too  : 

"  For  forms  of  government  let  fools  contest. 
Whatever  is  best  administered  is  the  best," 

Our  democratic  institutions  beginning  from  muni- 
cipal boards  to  the  central  legislatures  dramatise  awfully 
our  undisciphned  mind  :  daily  conflict  and  struggles  are 
mirrored  before  us  and  yet  having  eyes,  we  see  not  that 
"  there  is  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark." 

Sentiments  have  their  own  story  to  tell.  They  are, 
at  once,  simple  and  complex  in  their  constitution,  simple 
because  they  centre  round  a  single  instinct,  appetite  or 
the  like  and  complex  because  in  course  of  time  they 
grow  right  and  left.  In  course  of  time  also,  they  begin 
to  lose  all  rational  elements  and  grow  as  passive  feelings. 
Mostly  our  conduct  is  the  expression  of  sentiments 
formed  during  the  life-time  and  as  such  social  phenomena 
need  be  studied  in  that  light  also.  A  simple  indifference 
may  turn  to  dislike  and  dislike  into  hatred,  hatred  into 
contempt  and  so  on  till  a  stage  is  reached  when  it  takes 
shape  of  a   hideous  farm  of  revenge.     Manifestation   of 
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this  simple  complex  is  tlaily  seen  and  reported  in  papers 
when  fanatic  outrages  are  committed  under  the  stress  of 
sentimental  motives.  Besides  acquiring  some  of  the 
sentiments,  a  number  of  them  is  picked  up  ready-made 
by  the  people  because  of  the  environmental  influences 
which  it  is  not  easy  to  counteract  in  spite  of  centuries 
of  reasons  and  rationalization.  Communities  living  side 
by  8id#  hate  each  other.  A  child  of  the  Hindu  com- 
munity is  taught,  and  brought  up  amidst,  influences 
and  environments  wherein  he  cannot  but  leara  to  dislike 
the  fellow-children  in  the  sister-communities  and  vice 
versa,  because  of  the  poison  injected  in  his  veins  by  the 
complex  he  has  picked  up  from  his  parents  or  other 
members  of  the  family.  Mr.  Stanley  .lones,  the  famous 
missionary  related  the  other  clay  in  a  Lahore  College  an 
incident  from  the  N.  VV.  Frontier  while  he  was  on  a 
short  tour  there.  He  happened  to  ask  a  blind  boy  in  a 
certain  hospital  as  to  what  he  would  do  if  his  eyesight 
were  restored  ?  With  a  tremor,  he  burst  out  exultantly, 
"  What  I  would  do— I  shall  shoot  my  enemies  with  the 
pistol." 

Now  sentiments,  we  have  seen,  arc  not  innate ;  they 
are  either  picked  up  or  acquired  in  a  life-time.  As 
William  McDougall,  the  pioneer  in  Social  Psycho- 
logy says,  "They  become  an  enduring  conative  attitude 
towards  some  objects  induced  by  experience  of  that 
object."  In  the  light  of  this  study  revealed  to  us  by 
psychology,  there  remains  no  more  justification  on  our 
part  to  exploit  them  in  the  service  of  egoism.  For  like- 
^'ise,  a  sentiment  or  complex  of  love    can    be    developed 
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which  is  more  vital  to  human  life  than  hatred  which 
corrodes  the  vitals  of  man.  If  this  could  be  done  and 
it  is  not  difficult  to  achieve,  the  world  would  be  bathing 
in  the  divine  effulgence  of  love  rather  than  be  sunk  in 
the  mire  of  hatred. 

Why  this  conflict  ?  Heraclitus  said,  "  Conflict  is 
the  mother  of  all  happening,"  and  Hegel  said  that  "  Con- 
tradiction is  the  power  that  moves  things,"  and  in  fact 
his  whole  philosophy  is  devoted  to  proving  this  theme. 
Contradiction  may  seem  to  Marxians  as  altogether 
inevitable  and  they  may  even  proclaim  that  "  Historical 
growth  is  the  development  of  contradictions."  But  the 
ideal  society  must  be  based  on  equilibrium  and  adjust- 
ment. Contradictions  so  far  as  they  improve  society 
and  shake  it  out  of  inertia  are  good  but  when  they  begin 
to  run  in  hostile  ways,  they  destroy  the  very  energy 
which  is  meat  and  drink  to  the  life  of  society. 

And  how  to  cure  it  ?  Reason  must  establish  its 
supremacy  as  the  guiding  and  the  controlling  factor  in 
human  nature.  It  is  the  break  that  stops  hasty  and 
speedy  actions.  No  doubt  instincts  and  sentiments  are 
the  vital  source  of  actions  yet  without  being  guided  by 
reason,  they  are  bound  to  lead  to  undesirable  ends. 
And  especially  in  our  own  country  where  feelings  run 
madly  high,  the  superstitions  are  many,  jealousy  is 
rampant,  and  mistrust  rules  the  normal  life,  reason 
rnust  come  forward  to  save  men  from  the  uncalled-for 
catastrophe.  If  Religion  with  superstitions  can  install 
i©  us  faith  why  sihould  not  reason  convince  us  of  more 
intellectually  believable  things.     Nor  can  we  say  that 
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Rea<5on  is  a  faculty  quite  apart  from  feelings,  emotions 
or  sentiments.  Far  from  ..that.  These  feelings  do  colour 
our  reasoning  but  it  is  again  the  reasoning  power  that 
shapes  our  emotions  and  feelings.  They  both  run  into 
each  other.  India  needs  to-day,  when  she  is  passing 
through  a  very -Critical  stage  of  her  very  existence  the 
Religion  of  Reason  to  guard  the  uncontrolled  sentiments 
of  communaRBbelings  running  into  dangerously  blind- 
alleys. 

Only  recently  the  Vice-chancellor  of  the  London 
University,  Sir  Robert  Pickard,  dehvered  an  address 
emphasising  the  need  of  the  freedom  of  the  mind.  He 
said,  "  We  are  at  a  stage  in  the  history  of  European 
civilization  when  the  faith  of  the  mental  freedom  is  in 
the  balance.  And  if  there  is  one  thing  that  Universities 
and  their  graduates  should  strive  for,  it  is  mental  free- 
dom. Without  it  humanity  and  civilization  will  perish. 
Physical  servitude  is  bearable  and  we  are  all  in  bondage 
more  or  less  to  the  state,  to  our  fcll»ws  and  to  our 
responsibilities  ;  but  mental  servitude  even  with  physical 
well-being  is  a  dcath-in-life.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  all 
of  you  as  men  and  women  of  science  will  fight  to  the 
last  for  mental  liberty  and  academic  freedom  and  take 
vour  share  in  making  it  possible  to  pass  on  this — your 
iiiheritence — to  succeeding  generation." 

It  is  at  such  sublime  moments  that  one  realizes 
\\  iiat  he  is  and  what  he  would  like  to  be.  The  younger 
generation  who  may  be  privileged  to  get  more  and  m©re 
education  must  follow  the  Reason  all  the  more  sincerely 
f-ven  through  the  darkest    paths.     Our   education    must 
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ha^'c  failed  us  if  it  could  not  create  in  us  the  respect   for 
Reason,  which  we  are  supposed  to  imbibe  in   us   in   our 
college  career  a«d  after.     And    in  the    present   circums- 
tances when  the  complexities   are    multiplying   both  at 
home  and  abroad,  we  need   better    thinking   which  will 
avert  us  from  calamity  to  which  the  world  of  blind  forces 
is  making   a   rapid    headway.     Intellectual   honesty   is, 
therefore,  the  cry  of  the  time  and  it   is   upto  us  to   see 
which  way  we  should  respond.     Intellectual  honesty  can 
only    be  "developed    by  proper  character-training.  There 
should  no  doubt  be  sensitiveness  in  feeling  but  sympathy 
and  fearlessness  in    expressing   without    any  motive    to 
injure  others  for  the  sake  of  injuring. 

Self-expression  and  freedom  go  hand  in  hand  for  one 
cannot  be  achieved  without    the   other.    Self-expression 
without   freedom    would    be    streaked    with    the    tinge 
of  slavery    and    freedom   without    self-expression  would 
be     a     contradiction.      However     self-expression     .-uid 
freedom    should    not   be    confused     with    self-assertion 
which  may  mean  wilful  exploitation  ©f  the  weak.  Perhaps 
Kant,  the  great   German   mind  had   it  in  view  when  he 
said,  "Treat  every  body   whether    in  thy  own  person  or 
in  that  of  another,    always    as    an    end    and  never  as    a 
means."     But  alas  in  his   own   country  the  antagonistic 
principle  is  being  followed  to-day  and  much  of  that  type 
is  going  on  in  the  world  ajKjund  us.     Man  is  sacrificed  at 
the   altar  of  man,   poor  for    the  sake   of  the   rich  and 
women  for  the  sake   of  man.     Ironically  enough,    they 
would  fling  at  Democracy  with  Nietche   as   the   "mania 
for  counting  noses."     Perhaps  it  has  become  the  golden 
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rule  for  the  survival  of  the  strong  nation  to  single  out  the 
weak  and  strike  it  where  it  is  the  weakest.  Affection,  love, 
morality  are  all  being  played  with  this  way.  That  is 
why  Mill  said,  "Save  the  individual,  cherish  his  freedom, 
respect  his  growth,  leave  room  for  it,  abominate  the 
abuse  of  power,  let  reason  have  fair  play,  do  not  expect 
of  life  more  than  it  is  capable  of  bestowing." 

Verily,  self-expression  is  the  most  potent  of  man's 
desires.  It  is  the  fovmtain  instinct,  an  end  in  itself 
rather  than  a  means  to  an  end.  It  is  desired  for  its  own 
sake.  Suppose  to-day,  we  have  a  conviction  that  India 
would  be  no  better  than  it  is  in  the  present  circumstances 
under  the  foreign  rule,  it  would  not  at  all,  affect  our 
struggle  for  independence  which  must  continue  With  all 
the  more  vigour  and  force  since  freedom  itself  would  be 
a  great  thing  that  would  be  yearned  after  and  achieved. 
And  who  would  not  buy  freedom  staking  all  he  acquired  in 
his  life-time! 

A  country  free,  though  poor,  is  capable  of  giving 
more  than  when  it  is  dominated  by  foreign  power.  At 
times,  men  rise  to  the  heights  from  which  otherwise 
they  would  have  fallen  down  under  a  foreign  domination. 
All  good  art  and  science  is  the  expression  of  free  mind. 
But  how  many  individuals  and  nations  respect  this 
freedom  and  try  to  live  upto  it.  Very  cleverly  indeed 
l*rof.  Sir  Radha  Krishnan  remarked  in  his  address  to 
the  Andhra  University  in  November,  1935,  "There  are 
countries  to-day  which  have  made  society  into  a  prison 
built  on  the  ruins  of  liberty.  In  many  parts  of  the 
world  the  state  of  liberty   reminds  one  of   the   remarks 
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which  a  shrewd  French-man  made  on  being  shown  llie 
statue  of  Hberty  from  the  New  York  harbour,  'We  too, 
have  monuments  to  our  departed'." 

Evidently  enough,  freedom  or  self-expression  which 
leads  on  from  creation  to  creation  is  the  only  justification 
for  the  man  being  alive.  It  is  a  life  that  dances  on  to 
graves,  saddle  leaving  behind  new  expression  that  must 
continue  to  live.  Any  country  or  government  that 
suppresses  such  free  expression  is  digging  its  own 
grave.  Individuals  suppressed  must  die  an  early  death 
and  nations  may  not  survive  any  longer  than  infancy 
while  any  old  nation  that  is  not  renewing  itself  and  not 
absorbing  new  energy  from  the  radiant  forces  and  is 
trying  to  live  on  old  diseased  flesh  must  be  wiped  out  of 
existence  sooner  or  later. 

As  a  rule,  revolutions  are  the  result  of  tyrannous 
suppression  so  abominable  to  man,  and  the  consequences 
of  revolutions  are  almost  always  extreme  so  much  so 
that  some  of  the  socialogists  would  lay  down  as  an  axiom 
that  suppression  is  always  followed  by  a  revolution. 
History  backs  up  their  contention. 

Self-expression  means,  of  course,  change  or  better 
development.  But  there  is  nothing  horrifying  in  a 
change  even,  as  some  apprehend  it,  for  change  is  tlte 
unchangeable  law  of  the  universe.  It  is  a  law  of  nature 
and  a  Greek  Philosopher  said  to  the  same  effect,  "We 
cannot  descend  into  the  same  stream  twice."  And 
exactly  what  human  personality  is,  "It  is  an  abiding 
identity  :  amidst  all  changes."  So  a  nation  likewise, 
c«in  maintain  its  identity  through  all  changes.  Individuals 
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or  nations  liave  to  stand  or  fall  according  to  their  res- 
pective capacity  or  capability  to  meet  the  new  situation 
and  adjust  themselves  accordingly.  We  may  not  believe 
in  the  principle  of  war  and  hold  non-violence  dearer  to 
us  yet  at  times,  but  war  has  to  be  met  with  war  as  a 
means  to  the  safety  of  our  own  principle  we  hold  dear. 

We  fret  and  fume,  making  strenuous  efforts  to  fight 
in  war  armed  with  the  latest  weapons.    But  how  seldom 
have  we  realized  that  the  war  of  ideas  is  far  more  power- 
ful and  will  by  and  by  come  to  be  recognised  as  the  only 
civilized  manner  of  winning  people  over  other  side.  This 
war  would  be  without  bloodshed   no  doubt,   yet  much 
more  would  be   achiered   than   was   otherwise   possible 
and  the  man  would  bow  to  its   mighty    conqueror  most 
willingly  and  respectfully.  The  callof  one  word  mobilizes, 
and  would  still  continue  to  do,  all  the  forces  and  energies 
of  man  to  single  pattern  of  action  which  without  having 
established  its  hold,  would  otherwise  introduce  a  furious 
and  bloody  chapter  in  human  history. 

But  in  fact  our  weapons  have  grown  old,  nearly 
blunted  ;  ideas  are  stale,  hackneyed  and  worn  out,  yet 
in  sincerity,  we  have  made  no  efforts  to  improve  them 
or  replace  them. 

We  cannot  tolerate  the  ideas  of  other  people,  we 
cannot  understand  their  ways  and  this  is  the  starting 
point  of  all  social  troubles.  Right  understanding  is  at 
once  the  simplest  and  the  most  complex  of  all  the 
remedies  for  curing  personal  and  social  evils.  Greater 
truth  was  never  uttered   with  greater  simplicity — the 
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truth  ingrained  in  a  Greek  wisdom,  "Know  Thyself." 
Reflection,  self-criticism,  and  seeing  within  would  reveal 
to  you  most  of  the  secrets  which  once  made  known  would 
develop  j^our  personality.  Now,  living,  as  mail  does  in 
society  he  cannot  see  within  himself  without  any  reference 
to  society  at  large  for  knowledge  of  one's  own  self — assumes 
virtually  the  knowledge  of  other  selves.  Besides  our 
own  peculiar  habits,  tastes  and  ways  of  life,  we  have 
got  to  understand  as  to  why  others  behave  and  think 
in  one  way  rather  than  the  other,  so  that  we  can  adjust 
our  behaviour  accordingly.  Why  are  there  individual 
differences  in  mankind  ?  Why  should  every  one  of  us 
bear  a  different  stamp  ?  Because  the  two  persons  have 
net  lived  tiirough  the  same  situations,  circumstances 
and  environments  and  these  to  be  sure,  have  always  far- 
reaching  influence  on  the  make-up  of  man.  But  what  w^e 
feel  is  that  these  quite  natural  by-ways  and  sub-ways  of 
human  life  that  are  peculiar  to  individuals  should  not 
be  made  the  starting  points  of  misunderstandings  which 
ultimately  lead  to  hatred  and  contempt.  Differences 
seem  to  be  creeping  in  every  stage  of  life  and  they  enter 
into  our  personal  prejudices  against  each  other.  I  disHke 
him  because  he  spends  money  extravagantly  and  does 
not  give  anything  to  the  poor  and  needy  while  another 
dislikes  me  for  I  am  a  vegetarian.  One  likes  to  take 
tea  while  the  other  would  choose  to  nourish  himself 
with  more  vitaminous  drink  say,  milk.  One  likes  to 
play  bridge  while  the  other  prefers  a  bit  more  active  game 
like  table-tennis.  But  this  would  mean,  of  course,  a 
very  wide  and  unbridgeable  gulf   between  the  outlook  of 
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two  types  of  persons.     Thus  the  world  mirror';  us   as  an 
exhibition  of     irreconcilable  elements. 

Every  body  has  in  him  good  or  bad  points,  strong 
and  weak  sides  which  we  exploit  either  to  gain  our 
ends  or  merely  to  satisfy  the  instinct  of  self-assertion 
and  self-congratulation.  Every  one  feels  his  own  style 
of  life  as  the  only  right  one  in  the  world.  Thus  you 
can  never  argue  with  an  old  man  for  wherever  the  reason 
is  wanting  soon  comes  the  reply,  "You  are  too  young 
to  understand  the  problem."  You  may  be  perfectly 
right  and  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  what  you  say  but 
you  have  to  take  it  for  granted  that  even  the  otherwise 
wrong  things  turn  right  over  a  grey  head.  Only  because 
he  says  so.  And  how  noble  would  it  be  to  always  keep  in 
mind  the  wise  saying  of  the  poet,  who  says  : 

"  There  is    so  much  good  in  the  worst  of  us, 
And    so    much  bad  in  the  best  of  us, 
And  it  ill  behoves  anj'  of  us, 
To  find  fault  with  the  rest  of  us." 

And  then  we  shall  see  how  our  petty  jealousies  and 
mean  hatreds  vanish  away,  easy  enough  like  ghosts  flee- 
ing before  the  touch  of  a  magician's  wand. 


CHAPTER  11 

HOME— THE  GREATEST  UNIVERSITY 

"  Human  nature  is  nothing  but  an  unfolding  of  the 
child  mind.'*  and  truly  the  study  of  human  nature  be- 
gins right  from  the  child.  Every  child  is  brought  up 
in  circumstances  and  environments  quite  peculiar  to 
the  family  in  which  he  is  born  and  it  is  these  factors 
together  with  some  innate  tendencies  which  influence 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  child  in  parti- 
cular direction  which  can  be  controlled  and  guided 
as  one  would  like.  But  in  India  how  many  parents 
have  tried  to  read  the  tendencies  of  their  children  !  How 
many  mothers  have  devoted  their  time  to  the  under- 
standing of  their  children's  peculiar  behaviour  ?  More 
so,  how  many  of  them  have  ever  tried  to  cure  the 
defects  of  their  children  and  bring  them  up  to  a  right 
tj'pe  of  conduct. 

On   the   other   hand,    there   are     parents   without 

number  who   having   failed   on   their     part   to   impart 

the   right   type   of  training  to   their   children   complain 

of  them   as  undisciplined     and  unmannered.     Little  do 

they   realize   the   importance    of    home-training.     How 

easy  it   seems   to     them  that   all  the   evils   of  children 

will  vanish  at  the  touch  of  school  life.     Such  a   way   of 

thinking  is   obviously     the     direct     interpretation     of 

human   nature   which   seeks     its   own   comfort.     They, 

very  little,    seem   to   haVe   thought     that   even   if  the 
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children  be  varnished  in  scliools  and  such  other  edu- 
cational institutions,  they  don't  come  to  ha-ve  the 
solid  worth  which  is  imbibed  in  a  healthy  home-life— 
the  centre  of  all  social  and  political  activities — -the 
pivot    round  which   all  the  institutions  rev^olve. 

In  advanced  countries  like  America  and  England, 
there  are  started  "  Child  Guidance  Clinics  "  ©r  some 
similar  institutions  to  guide  the  parents  about  the 
problems  concerned  with  the  upbringing  of  the  children 
and  developing  the  sublime  cnaracter  in  them. 
Parents  take  delight  in  attending  such  courses  and 
return  home  with  keener  sense  of  responsibility  to- 
wards their  children.  If  in  such  countries  where  per- 
centage of  literacy  is  far  high  in  scale,  the  parents, 
old  and  young,  still  feel  the  urge  and  duty  to  consult 
the  experts,  there  is  certainly  more  justification  that 
this  institution  be  introduced  in  India  where  people 
are  comparatively  more  illiterate  and  thus  handicapped 
with  an  initial  disadvantage  of  not  understanding 
the  children's  problems.  Rather,  average  Indian 
parents  seem  to  be  heartlessly  indifferent  to  training 
their  children. 

It  is  a  good  sign  of  time  to  know  that  some 
movement  in  that  direction  to  explore  these  avenue 
has  already  taken  shape  and  some  enlightened  persons 
have  pioneered  the  establishment  of  such  clinics.  But 
the  results  are  not  altogether  satisfactory  and  in  fact 
much  remains  to  be  done.  Of  course,  some  pro- 
fessors etc.,  conduct  useful  meetings  for  the  guidance 
of   the  parents,    but   these   are   confined,    more  or   less, 
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to  the  educated  people.  What  is  needed  under  the 
present  circumstances  however,  is  a  mass  movement 
in  this  direction  and  the  medium  of  instructions, 
must,  so  far  as  possible  be  the  mother-tongue  of  Hindu- 
stani for  the  vast  majority  of  Indian  fathers  and 
mothers  cannot  understand  English.  For  such  a 
philanthropic  cause,  many  professors  and  students  of 
psychology  as  well  as  lady  teachers  should  be  forth- 
coming to  conduct  regular  classes  according  to  the 
needs  and    requirements  of  different  types  of  people. 

Mother   is    the  main   educator    of  children    and  she 
fosters   a   keen   interest   in   any    type   of  activity   arid 
wherever     the     mother's     influence     is    throbbing,    the 
children   have    taken     after    her     and    stood   upto    the 
ideals   inculcated     in     them   by    their   mother   who   in 
some   cases   would   have    asked   for  vows    from  her  sons 
and   daughters   for   some   noble  cause.     It  is  extremely 
important,    therefore,    that   a   mother   in   home  should 
realize   the  importance   and  seriousness  of  her  office  and 
should   not   trifle   with   it   or      it     would     lead,    as   is 
apparent,    to    disappointing   consequences.     She    should 
realize    that   she    is  the  mistress   of   the    home    and   as 
such   she   owes   an  imperative  duty  to  the  home  and  its 
betterment.     But   unfortunate  it   is,    that    Indian   hus- 
bands  for   a   long   time    have    not   seen    their   way    to 
this   demand   of   the   womankind     and    have    exercised 
their  unfailing   prerogative   over   their  wives.     On   the 
other   hand,    the   educated     mother   who     manages    to 
attain,    somehow  or  other,  complete  freedom  and  liberty 
has   rather   misused  it   and   has  led,  as   it  were,  a  stay- 
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out  strike.  She  prefers  to  live  out  of  the  home.  Siic 
does  not  feel  at  home  in  her  own  office  and  is  more 
worried  about  capturing  men's  offices  and  turn  them 
out.  Both  these  tendencies  are  pregnant  with  evil 
consequences. 

Beyond  doubt,  mother  in  the  home  has  to  perform 
an  extremely  important  role,  but  an  average  Indian 
mother  is  a  mere  idol  of  affection  or  victim  of  suffering 
who  unfortunately  does  not  know  how  to  work  thai 
affection  to  the  right,  channel  or  employ  source  ol 
action  properly.  She  has  not  been  trained  to  know  hei 
responsibilities  except  to  give  expression  to  the  instinc- 
tive love.  Often  he  M^ill  be  negligent  in  taking  care 
of  child,  giving  him  regular  bath,  clothing  and  feeding, 
with  the  result  that  the  child  losses  all  sense  of  order- 
liness and  regularity  as  he  grows. 

Again,  we  expect  too  much  of  a  mother  and  want 
her  to  be  doing  the  dull,  routine,  household  work  all 
the  day  untiringly  and  ungrudgingly  with  help  from 
any  other  member  of  the  family.  The  husband  may 
go  out  for  a  walk,  morning  and  evening,  but  she  is 
deprived  of  this  simple  pleasure  since  she  has  to  look 
after  the  growing-family  of  little  kinds  and  kiddings, 
more  so,  where  the  number  is  large.  Now,  this  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  motherhood,  deter  many  girls 
from  marrying  and  few  those  who  are  fond  of  marrying 
for  the  love  of  motherhood  soon  find  themselves  tired 
out  and  usually  after  the  first  and  the  second  child 
whom  they  had  brought  up  with  all  the  care,  they 
find    their   enthusiasm   waning.     Their   interests  mainly 
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centre  round  idle  or  in  scandalous  talk — far  far  re- 
moved from  the  important  problems  of  home.  Their 
time  is  occupied  by  the  immediate  objects  around 
them  by  good  and  bad  against  each  other  or  at  best, 
by  some  constructive  programme  like  that  of  the  kit- 
chen, but  that  too  very  hopelessly.  Due  mostly  to 
illiteracy,  the  ladies  in  India  know  next  to  nothing 
about  personal  hygiene  and  efficient  cooking,  with 
the  result  that  the  growth  of  the  children  is  cramped 
and  we  have  phthisical  and  rickety  children.  The 
only  problem  which  worries  them,  perhaps,  is  the 
marriage  of  their  children  as  soon  as  they  see  the  light 
of  day  and  all  the  unnecessary  worries  like  arranging 
for  ornaments  and  the  dowry.  Rarely  or  never  they 
have  devoted  their  anxious  cares  about  the  education 
of  their  children. 

India  is,  undoubtedly,  a  land  of  contrasts — out  of 
proportion  to  any  standard  of  living.  Whereas  in  a 
poor  family  neither  the  mother  hereself  can  look 
after  her  children  properly  for  mother  has  often  to  go 
out  for  toilsome  labour  as  both  husband  and  wife 
go  out  to  earn  their  livelihood  nor  she  can  afford  to 
keep  a  nurse  or  servent  to  do  the  job  in  her  place. 
The  case  is  quite  the  reverse  in  an  aristocratic  family. 
In  modern  times,  I  believe,  all  those  who  could  afford 
to  keep  the  nurse  would  surely  buy  comforts  for 
themselves.  Their  job  would  be  taken  up  by  nur- 
ses— untrained  ones  and  this  is  the  worst  part  of  it. 
Obviously,  therefore,  the  children  would  be  neglected 
so   far   as    the   care  and  training  on  the  part  of  parents 
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is   concerned.      The   modern    educated     mother,     who 
has   had    her   college   education   on    the   line  of  boys  oi* 
even    amongst     them     in     co-educational     institutions 
perhaps,    feels   that   her   office    is   out  of  home  and  she 
can    afford    to     be     inconsiderate   to    the   problems   of 
child   up-bringing.     But   it   is    not    for    nothing     that 
home      is     ascribed      as    the    proper     sphere     of     the 
activity   of  woman — in    the    sense,    of  course,  that  she 
must  attend  more  to  it  and   its    problems    than    to   any 
other   thing.      Surely,  the  time  shall  come  when  women 
as  teachers  of  children  in  home  shall  enjoy  more  honour 
than    the    highly   paid   professors   in   our   universities. 
If  the  teachers  can  feel    proud   of   their    students,    why 
not     the     mothers   who    sow   the    seed   of  all  the  best 
abilites   in    their   children.      Only    we    need     changing 
our   angle   of  vision.     But    then   we  hear  from  ladies  a 
complaint,   very   genuine   at    first     consideration,    that 
they     are     deprived   of  all    intellectual   intercourse   or 
companionship.     I  contend  they  are    mistaken.     A    tea- 
cher  can   never,    be   deprived  of  chance   for  intellectual 
gj-mnastics  if  he  or  she  is  sincere.     So   much   the   more 
we   regret   that   child   psychology   which   should    have 
been  the    proper   subject   for   mothers — for   it   is   they 
who  can  by  virtue  of  their  being  all  the  time  with   their 
children,  understand  them  better,    has  been   looking   in 
vain  to  them.  J 

And  these  nurses  or  in  other  cases  house-servants 
are  almost  illiterate  in  whose  hands  we  throw  the 
destinies  of  our  children,  and  no  wonder  if  all  sorts 
of  evils  creep   in    them.     Some  of  my  friends,  curiouslv 
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enough,  have  given  it  to  me  as  a  form  of  formula  as 
it  were,  that  children  in  aristoractic  families  tend 
towards  evil  and  quite  naturally  too.  I  quite  agree 
that  pampering  the  children  which  is  a  characteristic 
of  these  families  does  spoil  the  children,  but  I  believe 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  agency  of  the  band  of 
servants  and  nurses  in  our  homes  has  also  a  great 
hand  in  spoiling  the  children.  Abuses,  filthy  lang- 
uage and  what  not  !  And  yet  they  are  the  sole  guar- 
dians of  our  children ! 

Sometime  back,  a  lady  talked  she  to  me  that  inspite 
of  the  best  type  of  food  that  provided  to  her  child, 
he  was  growing  anemic  day  by  day  and  she  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  cause  of  it.  Just  then,  I  had  a 
brain-wave  and  I  at  once  suggested  to  the  lady,  "Well, 
madam  !  Watch  your  nurse  carefully." 

After  about  six  months  time,  I  happended  to  visit 
the  lady  again  and  I  found  the  same  anemic  and 
sickly  child  grown  into  a  full  bloom,  full  of  health 
and  vitality.  The  reader  can  well  imagine  the  cause 
of  this  miracle.  Obvoiusly,  as  the  lady  told  me,  the 
nurse  had  been  keeping  the  best  food  for  hereself 
while  the  child  would  look  at  her  face  with  longing 
eyes  ;  and  small  as  the  baby  was,  it  could  express  no- 
thing to  the  mother.  If  such  evils  are  not  checked, 
the  effect  is  of  a  very  far-reaching  character.  Such  child- 
ren have  always  a  longing  for  food  and  come  to  imbibe 
the  tendency  to  steal  and  what  not.  After  all,  these 
servants  and  nurses  are  not  of  high  calibre  the  children 
as  they  must  go   after  them  would  acqire  most  of  their 
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characteristics  which  would  have  a  permanent  seal  on 
their  character.  On  the  other  hand,  we  must  rembember 
that  a  month's  personahty  counts  very  much.  If  she 
hereself  looks  after  the  children  whom  she  understands 
well  and  for  whom  she  can  feel  warmly  and  act  sincerely, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  best  of  qualities  would  not  be 
developed  in  children.  Not  in  vain  did  Hume  say, 
"Thinking  of  my  mother,  I  v/as  reminded  of  immorta- 
lity." In  fact,  she  has  almost  a  magical  charm  over 
tlie  children  and  wherever  such  blessing  is,  character  rules 
high. 

The  father  though  most  of  the  time,  out  of  home 
has  to  play  a  role — none  the  less  important  in  the 
family.  In  the  patriarchal  type  of  society  where 
father  is  taken  to  be  enjoying  more  prestige,  the  child- 
en  carry  the  impress  of  his  personality  instinctively 
and  unconsciously.  He  is  taken  to  be  an  ideal  and 
symbol  of  power  for  they  find  that  manifest  in 
homes.  Often,  he  may  be  taken  as  the  symbol  of 
tyranny  with  a  rod  in  his  hands.  The  children  in 
home  dread  him  where  he  assumes  a  despotic  role  as 
the  head  of  the  family.  The  "heavy  father"  as  he  is 
termed  by  the  psychologists  in  that  case,  has  a  very 
unhealthy  effect  upon  t-he  growth  of  the  children.  This 
may  even  push  them  to  the  verge  of  abnormalities. 
The  children  are  weighed  down  upon  by  the  strict 
and  stubborn  nature  of  such  father  who  retards  the 
growth  of  normal  faculties.  Though  a  father  should 
watch  and  look  after  the  interests  of  the  children, 
he    must   not    always    try    to    realize    his  own  image  in 
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them,  for  it  is  very  probable  that  the  children  may 
not  have  the  same  potentialties  which  the  father  now 
finds  as  full-fledged  habits  with  him.  He  should  not 
always  try  to  see  his  own  ways  and  habits  adopted  by 
the  children,  more  particularly  when  his  own  are 
quite  peculiar  to  him.  Some  freedom  of  thinking 
and  action  is  the  necessary  prerequisite  for  the  pro- 
per growth  of  the  children  which  should  never  be 
denied  to  them. 

Then  again,  a  father  may  be  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing a  vigilant  eye  over  every  action  of  his  children 
which  betrays  his  lack  of  confidence  in  his  children. 
The  children  naturally  begin  to  shun  him  as  soon  as 
they  get  conscious  of  this  mistrust  and  it  does  not 
take  very  long ;  and  there  can  never  pass  a  heart  to 
heart  talk  between  the  children  and  the  father.  From 
shunning,  with  fear  lurking  behind,  hatred  and 
contempt  are  but  next  steps.  We  see  in  many  cases 
of  persons  that  although  living  with  their  fathers 
under  the  same  roof  they  have  never  sat  together  or 
talked  to  them  for  days  and  days  together.  Not  that 
the  natural  circumstances  w^re  such,  but  they  purposely 
avoided  the  company  of  their  fathers. 

Brought  under  such  autocracy,  children  are  apt 
to  forego  the  best  spirit  of  Democracy.  They  have 
never  tasted  the  fruit  of  democracy  in  home  for  which 
the  despotic  fathers  are  mostly  responsible.  The  force 
of  democracy  as  an  educative  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  children  has  never  found  favour  with 
them.     And    they   get   on   in     home     suppressed     and 
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depressed  till  at  last  one  day  their  pent-up  emotions 
find  explosive  expression  against  the  tyrannies  of  the 
parents  and  to  a  very  great  extent  leads  them  on  to 
anti-social  activities.  It  is  such  people  who  turn  out 
to  be  revolutionaries,  only  the  centre  of  attention  is 
shifted  from  family  to  the  society. 

Here  is  an  episode  from  the  life  c'  Pope  which 
illustrates  how  prejudices  of  parents  do  not  see  their 
way  to  the  genuine  demands  of  their  children.  He 
was  being  beaten  one  day  by  his  father  on  the 
ground  that  he  would  not  stop  indulging  in  verse- 
making  inspite  of  his  repeated  warnings.  And  as 
he  once  again  faced  him  with  a  scowl  on  his  face, 
knitting  his  evebrows,  the  shocked  bov  cried  out 
helplessly, 

"Papa,  papa  pity  take. 
Verses  I  shall  never  make." 

And  he  was  beaten  all  the  more.  It  is  another 
thing  that  he  went  or  indulging  in  this  "vice"  secretly, 
and  later  on  became  a  famous  Poet. 

Likewise,  there  are  many  orthodox  parents  who  would 
take  the  children  to  ask  if  they  find  them  reading  stories 
or  such  like  literature.  No  fault  of  the  children  if 
the  dorment  faculties  of  curiosity  and  imagination, 
the  very  basis  of  all  literature  are  paralyzed  and  the 
children  die  an  early  mental  death.  This  tyranny  on 
the  part  of  the  parents  has  led  some  psycho-analysis 
to  revolt  boldly  against  this  attitude  and,  in  fact, 
o«je  €>f  the  practising  psychologists  wiriting  on    'psycho- 
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analysis'  gives  expression  to  the  same  in  the  following 
words,  "Do  not  give  up  yourself  to  your  elders  for 
they  would  mould  you  as  they  like  and  you  will  be  able 
to  offer  no  resistance  whatsoever,  and  thus  you  would 
lose  your  free  and  natural  development." 

It  should  not,  however,  give  to  understand  that 
there  is  no  need  of  discipline  in  families.  Discip- 
line, no  doubt  is  the  very  foundation  of  the  society, 
but  it  must  be  so  adjusted  with  freedom  that  it 
should  lose  the  'force'  and  'superiority'  elements 
streaked  in  it.  But  still,  I  am  sure,  there  are  count- 
less parents  who  believe  in  their  heart  of  hearts  -that 
thrashing  is  the  only  effective  means  of  bringing 
their  children  to  right  and  proper  line  of  action. 
Perhaps,  they  have  never  come  to  think  seriously  the 
dangers  of  it  which  according  to  them  have  very  little 
sigificance.  But  the  psycho-analysis  know  how 
the  lives  of  many  otherwise  brilliant  persons  have 
been  marked  by  their  parents  themselves.  What  an 
infanticide ! 

I  admit  unhesitatingly  that  the  most  of  the  parents 
have  no  clear-cut  principles  in  pvmishing  their  children. 
They  would  rather  do  it  in  a  fit  of  anger  which  varies 
from  person  to  person.  But  then  this  is  no  excuse  for 
any  parent  to  satisfy  his  or  her  anger  at  the  cost  of 
the  child.  Slight  punishment  could  be  justified  if  given 
at  proper  moment,  but  the  pity  is  that  the  parents 
would  punish  their  children  who  are  even  quite  innocent. 
Take  for  example,  a  child,  preferably  a  girl,  as  fits  her 
nature    to  tell  white  lies,   who  by   way  of  satisfying  her 
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imajrination  tells  her  father  about  a  certain  thing  which 
is  absurd  or  untrue  at  the  face  of  it  ;  now,  thinking 
that  the  girl  is  telling  lies  from  some  motives  the  father 
loses  his  temper  and  thrashes  her.  Poor  little  girl  !  Her 
tender  imaginations  is  devoured  by  the  father  as  it  is 
beginning  to  grow  and  the  innocent  girl  is  left  sterile 
and  knows  not  the  crime  for  which  she  is  punished. 

In  many  a  case  it  has  been  found  as  the  past 
memories  of  certain  abnormal  persons  reveal  that  the 
progress  of  certain  tendencies  has  been  arrested  at  some 
particular  moment  and  some  fear  of  punishment  is 
larking  in  their  memories  which  have  paralysed  their 
free  growth.  Also,  in  many  a  case  the  cause  of  faltered 
speech  is  ultimately  traceable  to  an  episode  in  their  life 
when  for  some  reason  or  the  other  they  were  severely 
beaten  by  father  or  mother.  If  you  are  a  careful  observer 
you  will  find  that  child  would  sometimes  shudder  at  the 
slightest  suggestion  of  a  slap  and  would  like  to  put 
forth  some  excuse  begging  for  mercy  but  he  would  not 
be  able  to  speak  out  the  truth.  This  experience  might 
shock  him  to  stammering. 

Sometimes,  a  child  is  beaten  to  death,  as  it  were. 
And  this  shock  means  some  injury  to  some  or  the  other 
part  of  the  brain,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  balance  and 
consequently  the  child  as  he  grows  up  cannot  walk  but 
onlv  staggers.  Thus  he  comes  to  have  what  is  techni- 
cally  called  by  Morton  Prince  a  "dissociated  personality." 
Such  a  child  is  socially  and  emotionally  backward,  he  is 
never  sure  of  himself,  no  confidence  and  all  inferiority 
complex. 
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a  father  or  mother,  it  is  always  a  father  who  stands  to 
lose  in  so  far  as  the  child  still  attches  his  or  her  affection 
to  the  mother.  The  reason  is  simple.  While  the  mother 
would  instinctively  pick  up  the  child  and  embrace  him  after 
being  beaten  by  the  father,  the  father  by  nature  would 
very  little  care  in  case  the  child  is  beaten  by  the  mother. 
Thus  the  mother  unconsciously  generates  the  element  of 
hatred  in  the  mind  of  the  child  against  his  father  when 
she  pampers  the  child  in  the  case.  The  result,  however 
is  of  a  very  far-reaching  character  which  Frcuciians 
would  perhaps  explain  in  terms  of  Aedipus  Complex  in 
the  child.  I  am  reminded  of  a  case  of  a  boy  reported 
by  one  of  the  leading  psycho-analysis.  The  boy  in  case 
alvr'ays  thought  of  father  killing-time  kilUng  inspite  of 
himself.  On  psycho-analysis,  it  was  found  that  the  boy 
in  his  childhood  was  severely  punished  by  his  father.- 
Now  the  boy  came  to  acquire  a  deep  rooted  hatred, 
though  quite  unconsciously,  to  kill  his  father  in  revenge 
if  he  could  only  get  time  (chance)  and  these  concepts 
always  came  together  in  his  memory, 

Thackeray  is  voicing  similar  thoguhts  when  he 
writes  about  the  treatment  meted  out  to  a  sensitive 
and  shy  boy  like  Dobbins  at  the  hands  of  his  teachers 
and  companions.  He  has  very  useful  and  constructive 
pieces  of  advice  to  offer. 

"If  people  would  but  leave  their  children  to  them- 
selves ;  if  teachers  would  cease  to  bully  them  ;  if  parents 
would  not  insist  upon  directing  their  thoughts,  and 
dominating  their   feelings — these  feelings   and  thoughts 
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which  are  a  mystery  to  all  (for  how  much  do  you  and  I 
know  of  each  other,  of  our  children,  of  our  fathers,  of 
our  neighbours,  and  how  far  more  beautiful  and  sacred 
are  the  thoughts  of  poor  lad  or  girl  whom  you  govern 
likely  to  be,  than  those  of  the  dull  and  worldcorruptcd 
person  who  rules  him  ?) — if,  I  say  parents  and  masters 
would  leave  their  children  alone  a  little  more — small 
harm  would  accrue,  although  a  less  quantity  of  as  in 
praessnti  might  be  acquired." 

What  then,  is  the  remedy  when  thild  goes  astray 
inspite  of  the  repeated  warnings  ?  If  at  all,  the  little 
punishment  should  be  given  only  when  you  are  sure 
that  even  the  child  himself  would  expect  it.  In  that 
case  the  harm  is  comparatively  little.  But  if  you  make 
him  a  hardened  sinner  by  thrashing  him  off  and  on, 
the  child  is  not  to  blame. 

Just  to  train  your  child,  you  should  always  keep 
in  view  that  in  case  of  right  action  the  positive  method 
of  rewarding  the  child,  be  it  even  by  due  praise,  would 
be  more  fruitful  than  the  brutal  negative  way  of  thrash- 
ing the  child.  He  would  automatically  discern  what 
is  right  and  this  would  develop  into  a  habit.  Nor  should 
it  mean  that  pampering  the  children  is  to  be  encouraged. 
Too  much  of  every  thing  is  bad  and  that  is  perhaps, 
more  than  true  in  case  of  pampering  the  children.  A 
pampered  child  begins  to  feel  important  about  him  as 
he  finds  himself  passed  on  from  lap  to  lap,  fondled  and 
kissed.  He  Hves  in  his  own  world  and  expects  the  same 
when  he  goes  out  of  his  home  to  the  bigger  world  out- 
side.    But  alas,  he  does  not  fmd  himself  at   home    with 
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with,  nor  patient  hearing  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
child.  In  short,  the  world  falls  far  below  his  expecta- 
rions.  And  lo,  energies  are  directed  to  anti-social 
activites. 

Such  a  child  is  sensitive  beyound  the  mark  and 
magnifies  every  small  thing  making  mountain  of  a 
mole-hill.  His  interests  are  egocentric,  his  activities 
self-centred  and  tha^  is  why  he  cannot  keep  patience 
with  any  other  child  of  the  family,  so  much  so  that  in 
some  cases  such  a  child  does  not  at  all  like  his  newly 
born  baby-brother  or  sister  for  the  centre  of  attention 
and  interest  or  at  least  some  part  of  it  is  shifted  to  the 
new  babe. 

The  parents  would  realise  that  the  training  of  the 
children  first  begins  with  themselves  because  heredity 
goes  a  long  way  to  determine  the  physical  and  mental 
constitution  of  the  child.  Perhaps  that  is  the  psycholog- 
cal  factor  as  John  Gunther  says  that  is  incorporated 
in  Japan's  recognition  of  person's  age  from  the  date  of 
conception  and  not  of  birth." 

Admitting,  therefore,  the  influence  of  habits  of  the 
elder  members  of  the  family  on  the  child  who  will 
naturally  imitate  them  because  of  the  prestige  they 
enjoy  we  have  to  join  with  W.  McDougail  to  believe 
that  "imitation  moulds  the  growing  individual  and 
stimulates  him  to  the  type  of  society  in  which  he  is 
born."  It  naturally  follows,  therefore,  that  parents 
themselves  should  lead  an  ideal  life  for  property 
training  their  children. 
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The  early  years  of  infancy  are  move  valuable  than 
the  best  years  of  adolescence  for  it  is  in  these  years  that 
certain  tendencies  are  formed  in  a  child  which  ultimately 
develop  into  habits.  To  quote  late  Dr.  Adler,  the 
founder  of  the  first  child  guidance  clinic  in  Vienna, 
"  You  make  or  mar  the  child  between  the  ages  of  three 
or  four.  " 

Those  v/ho  have  any  knowledge  of  the  psychology 
Off  the  '  nnconscious '  would  reaUze  the  importance  of 
unconscious  learning  which  conies  to  the  conscious  level 
very  often.  Dr.  Ward  very  well  illustrates  this  fact 
when  he  compares  the  mental  phenomena  with  the 
waters  of  a  lake  whose  undercurrents  c6me  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  while  those  of  the  surface  go  down. 
Hence  it  is  that  the  parents  must  not  be  blind  to  the 
fact  that  besides  what  the  children  are  taught  conscious- 
ly, they  learn  much  more  unconsciously. 

A  few  words  now  for  the  material  environments. 
Most  of  our  homes  are  very  poorly  ordered,  some  due 
to  economic  depression  no  doubt,  but  certainly  more 
due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not  come  to  realize  the 
worth  of  home-making.  A  well  ordered  house  with 
all  simplicity  and  economy  has  an  q,d vantage  over  an 
ill-kept  one  in  so  far  as  it  acts  and  reacts  upon  the 
child's  mind  favourably.  The  clean  and  cheerful  atmos- 
phere that  it  breaths,  generates  child's  mind,  cultivat- 
ing it  for  literal  and  aesthetic  development.  And  the 
cleanlinness  which  is  next  to  godliness  culminates 
ultimately  in  the  cleanliness  of  thought  and  action. 
One  the  contaray,  a  child  brought  in  confused,  disordered 
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and  dirty  environments  may   lose   the   faculty   of  clear 
thinking  and  acting. 

It  has  been  found  in  some  cases  of  ideal  personali- 
ties that  their  very  success  is  ultimately  traceable  to 
the  picture  in  their  homes  which  have  stimulated  their 
thoughts.'  and  sightly,  a  home  hung  zcith  pictures  is  a 
home  full  of  thoughts.  Then  the  play- toys,  with  which 
the  child  spends  most  of  his  time  handling  and  manipul- 
ating them  have  a  defiinite  affect  upon  the  development 
of  his  mind  and  it  is  not  without  any  truth  that  many 
psychologists  regard  play  not  only  an  enjoyment  but  a 
'  rehearsal  for  the  serious  life  to  come.'  There  is  no 
exaggerating  the  fact  therefore,  that  intelligent  parents 
can  read  the  future  of  their  child  and  provide  him  with 
the  necessities  that  are  in  line  with  his  inclinations. 

The  biographies  of  the  great  persons  reveal  to  us 
that  they  were  nothing  more  than  unfolding  of  their 
childhood  employed  mostly  in  play.  Shivaji's  life  fur- 
nishes the  best  example  of  this  type.  We  know  how  he 
displayed  skill  for  organising  armies  from  his  very 
chidhood  when  he  would  lead  his  fellows  to  an  imaginary 
battle.  Still  another  striking  example  is  that  of  Flor- 
ence Nightingale  who  imagining  her  dolls  wounded, 
used  to  fondle  them,  dress  them  and  bandage  them, 
finally  lulling  them  to  sleep  and  no  wonder,  she  figured 
in  her  after  life  as  the  pioneer  of  the  institution  of 
nurses. 

As  it  is,  it  is  important  to  know  that  imagination 
and  play  go  hand  in  hand  and  it  is  not  wise  to  scorn  at 
the  imaginary  plays  of  children  which  are  full    of   signi- 
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licancc  for  their  after  life.  If  I  were  to  ask  you  to 
recall  your  childhood,  I  am  sure,  ninety  nine  percent  if 
not  cent  percent  of  you  would  recall  it  in  images  of  play 
activities.  Obviously  enough,  play  is  the  very  Ufa  of  a 
child — a  tendency  so  deep-rooted  in  human  breast.  Yet 
it  is  only  after  the  researches  of  psychologists  that  the 
teachers  in  educational  institutions  and  the  parents  in 
homes  have  turned  their  attention  to  this  vital  problem. 
But  unfortunately,  India  is  still  far  back  in  this  impor- 
tant matter  due  mostly  to  ignorance  but  partly  also  to 
her  economic  conditions. 

Play,  rather  hard  exercises  have  been  emphasised 
so  far  as  they  build  a  muscular  body.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  play  and  games  enable  one  to 
keep  fit  and  immune  from  physical  deformity.  But  that 
is  not  all.  Play  has  some  more  ends  to  achieve  which 
have  been  so  far  done  without  any  conscious  effort  on 
our  part  to  know  them.  It  is  another  thing  that  a 
child  is  healthy  all-round,  but  the  parents  could  not 
have  helped  him  if  he  were  to  go  astray.  Play  as  we 
shall  see  affects  the  whole  personality  which  includes 
both  physical  and  mental  aspects.  A  child  for  example 
who  has  never  played  and  is  frail  for  that  reason 
may  come  to  have  socially  and  emotionally  mal-adjusted 
personality.  It  was  Spencer  who  explained  play  as  an 
outlet  for  surplus  energy  and  rightly,  therefore,  it  must 
be  given  proper  outlet  in  the  form  of  play  or  else  it 
would  soon  go  in  disuse  or  prove  harmful. 

From  another  point  of  view  as  we  have  already 
said  play  is  a  rehearsal  for  the  serious  life  to  come.'     All 
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the  tendencies  that  are  latent  in  a   child    find    their   ex- 
pression  while   he   is   employed   in   play.    It  is  natural 
therefore,    to   put   after    Spencer   that  in  a  struggle  for 
existence  only  those  species  would    survive    in    competi- 
tion which  play,  because  it  is  only  when  they   give   play 
to  their  instinct  that  they  would  be  able  to  adjust  them- 
selves   to    environments.     Children    are     notorious   by 
instinct   and  no  wonder  if  by  way  of   satisfying  the 
instincts  of   self-assertion    and   revenge    they   come    to 
blows  very  often  or  indulge  in  imaginary  bombardment  so 
to  say.     But  some   tender-hearted   mothers   would   not 
bear  any  such  sight,  and  prohibit    their   children    to   go 
out  to  play  with  their  fellow  beings.     The    result  is  that 
they  have   to    suppress    their    tendencies    which   would 
flower   otherwise.     The    growing   children    withe raway, 
sucked  altogether  by  self-absorption.     Lucky,    if   some 
one  of  them  turns  a  good  philosopher,  but  on  productive 
scale  they  turn  devils.    If  any  chance  favours  them  they 
would  rebel  against  any  authority.    If  that  be    not    the 
fate    of   those   children,    most   of   them   would    remain 
*  Introverts  '     as   we    technically   call    them,    shunning 
society  and  feeling  all  the  time  unable  to    rise    equal    to 
its  demands.    Here  we  have  the  germs  of  the  growth  of 
*'  inferiority  complex." 

"  Man  is  nothing  but  well  finished  child  "  they  say 
and  more  or  less,  the  society  passes  through  the  similar 
stages  tlirough  which  the  child  has  to  pass.  The  hunt- 
ing period  in  society  corresjxjnds  to  that  of  one  in  child 
when  he  catches  frogs,  a  building  period  when  he  makes 
sand  houses  and  so  on.    It  is  therefore,  higlily  important 


42 

for  us  to  understand  the  significance  of  play  In  the  life 
of  a  child.  If  you  care  to  watch  closely  the  play  of  a 
child  you  will  be  able  to  predict  the  future  of  the  child 
and,  in  fact,  if  you  provide  him  with  all  the  play-toyi» 
that  are  keq>ing  in  line  with  his  interests,  you  are  guid- 
ing him  to  develop  his  personality.  Say  a  child  is 
interested  in  making  toy-bridges  or  the  like,  be  should 
be  provided  with  mechaniea)  sets  and  his  interests  kept 
up  by  supplying  him  newer  ones  when  he  has  done  with 
older  ones.  Such  a  child  is  bound  to  become  a  good 
mechanis't.  Some  investigations  in  child-study  go  to* 
show  that  some  of  the  children  have  highly  developed 
artistic  taste  in  their  very  infancy.  If  I  mistake  not 
to  recall  a  case  of  a  boj'"  of  six,  I  may  give  you  that  at 
that  tender  age  the  boy  Was  able  to  draw  point  to  point 
»ketch  of  any  scene. 

But  ve?y  few  parents  have  leamt  to  trust  their 
children  to  handling  the  materials  of  household.  What 
a  set-back  for  example,  to  the  tendency  of  the  child 
which  is  frozen  tight  in  the  shape  of  fear.  Instead 
of  handling  the  tools  themselves  become  mere  tools 
in  the  hands  of  their  parents-  How  unfortunate 
it  is  that  these  interests  arc  not  kept  up  due  to  lack 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  parents  and  teachefs;  the 
tendencies  are  arrested  in  the  very  chiid-hood. 

A  child  is  sometinxrs  found  in  very  jolly  mood. 
He  would  be  kicking  an  imaginary  thing,  then  all 
of  a  sudden  he  will  feel  frightened  and  fall  to  the 
ground  headlong  as  if  seriously  hurt.  To  any  onlooker, 
this  may  seem  silly   and   obstinate,    but   this  imagina- 
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tion  to  which  the  child's  activities  so  faithfully 
correspond  carries  with  it  the  germs  of  later  develop- 
ment. Who  knows  that  the  child  is  going  to  be  a 
good  actor  or  a  good  story-writer  or  both. 

It  comes  to  me  very  often  as  to  why  it  is  that 
children  like  to  play  with  dust.  Probably  they  can 
use  it  and  mould  it  as  they  like  and  as  such  enjoy 
sense  of  power  over  it.  If  that  were  so,  children 
should  be  provided  with  such  tools  and  toys  which 
may  easily  be  manipulated  by  them. 

Now,  you  see,  children  can  be  taught  so  many 
things  through  mere  play.  Suppose  you  were  to 
develop  the  retentive  power  of  your  child.  I  would 
suggest  you  to  give  him  home  message  and  ask  him 
to  deliver  it  to  your  neit-door  neighbour  The.  child 
would  heartily  go  playing  and  wistling  and  deliver  the 
message.  By  and  by,  he  would  improve  his  memory. 
Moreover,  he  would  come  to  learn  automatically  some 
of  the  social  customs  and  manners.  Many  mothers 
to  whom  I  have  suggested  this  method  tell  me  that 
it  has  prove  effective  in  many  ways. 

Father  and  mother  together  must  share  the  res- 
ponsibilities in  bringing  about  a  better  condition  of 
home  and  they  must  train  themselves  into  the  art 
of  bringing  are  rearing  the  children.  On  of  their  immedi- 
ate necessities  is  more  than  their  duty  they  owe  to  the 
children,  to  give  them  better  sex  education  which 
will  bring  them  to  a  healtheir  plane  of  life.  Child 
is  instinctively  more  inquisitive  and  urges  that 
his   curiositv   must    be    satisfied.      When    a    child     ou 
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enquiring  can  be  told  every  possible  thing  why  should 
there  be  any  hitcli  in  giving  him  perfect  knowledge 
about  sex  without  stimulating  his  sexual  desires,  and 
in  fact  he  would  be  more  careful  of  his  interests  in 
that  case  than  ever  before  for  he  knows  the  value 
of  clean  sex  life.  Otherwise  the  forceful  and  instinctive 
impulse  coupled  with  that  of  curiosity  would  drive 
the  child  to  unhealthy  and  undesirable  sources  to  meet 
his  demands.  This  education  is  also  neglected  equally 
badly  in  most  of  our  educational  institutions  much 
to  the  loss  of  boys  and  girls,  both  physcially  as  well 
as  mentally.  I  will  better  quote  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells  in 
defence  of  my  point.  ''Our  current  civilization  is  a 
sexual  lunatic  and  it  has  lost  its  reason  in  this  respect 
largely  tlirough  the  difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way 
of  any  sane  discussion  of  the  matter  as  a  whole.  To 
approach  it  is  to  approach  excitement.  So  few  people 
seem  to  lead  happy  and  sexual  lives  that  to  mention 
the  very  word  'sexual'  is  to  set  them  stirring,  to  brigh- 
ten the  eyes,  lower  the  voice,  blanch  or  flush  the 
cheeks,  with  a  favour  or  guilt.  We  are  all  as  it  were 
keeping  our  secrets  and  hiding  our  shames.  Really 
no  honest  and  thoughtful  persons  can  ever  deny  the 
imperative  need  of  brinning  our  children  in  a  healtheir 
ideology." 

Besides,  there  are  many  aspects  wliich  the  parents 
overlook  stamping  them  as  insignificant.  But  are  they 
not  illusioned  ?  Take  for  example  the  value  of  dinnincr 
together.  In  majority  of  our  homes,  every  body  takes 
h.8  mcab  alone  whenever  he  likes  and    the  pity   is   that 
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the  children  are  neglected  all  the  more.  They  are 
neglected  in  table-talks  while  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
must  be  given  more  attention  for  the  social  side  of 
their  nature  is  in  the  growing.  Such  children  suffer 
all  the  defects  that  are  associated  with  the  "neglected 
child"  and  are  very  likely  to  go  unsocial  and  unsocia- 
ble. Still  worse,  what  actually  happens  in  many  cases 
is  that  if  some  "Babu  Saib"  is  not  in  a  mood  to  see 
any  visitor  he  would  say  to  his  child,  "Well,  go  and 
tell  him  that  I  am  not  at  home."  The  poor  child  goes 
and  reports  "My  father  says  he  is  not  at  home."  Wliat 
a  fun  and  mockery  of  Aristotle's  saying,  "Man  is  a 
social  animal,"  Are  not  the  parents  themselves 
responsible  for  degrading  the  child  to  a  mere  animal 
without  any  qualification. 

In  this  transitional  period  before  India  could 
attain  freedom  it  would  be  highly  necessary  that 
Indian  homes  which  are  the  scenes  of  activities  of 
Indian  heroes  and  heroines  should  be  brought  out  of 
the  confused,  disordered  atmosphere  to  an  ordered 
one.  We  find  in  most  of  the  homes,  depression,  lack 
of  opinion,  mal-adjustment,  distrust  against  each  other 
and  hatred  and  contempt.  There  is  much  shouting 
in  the  families  expressing  the  lack  of  harmony.  Hus- 
bands and  wives  are  not  free  in  their  talk,  nor  are 
parents  or  children.  Either  the  children  dread  their 
parents  or  parents  feel  shy  of  talking  much  before 
the  children.  Consequently  children  feel  out  of  place 
in  such  home ;  that  is  why  majority  of  the  children  do 
not  move  freely  whithin  the   family  fourwalls  and   take 
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shelter  in  other  places.  In  short  the  music  and  poetry 
of  life  is  wanting  in  our  homes,  there  is  dis-harmony — 
every  body  playing  at  his  own  tune  and  that  too  very 
badly. 

Happy  home  must  be  the  highest  aim  of  life  and 
I  don't  mean  it  in  any  narrow  sense.  When  all  our 
effort — the  toiling  pen  in  office,  in  press  in  authorship, 
the  sweating  labour  in  streets,  fields  and  factories  are 
to  maintain  the  homelife,  what  use  would  be  the  hours 
spent  in  office  or  field  if  they  cannot  provide  us  with 
peaceful  atmosphere  at  home. 


CHAPER  m 

JOINT  FAMILY  SYSTEM 

At  a  time  when  we  are  making  strenous  effort  'for 
realising  the  stoic  dream  for  world  brotherhood — to 
live  in  the  'world  family'  in  united  bond  of  brother- 
hood— the  joint  family  system  must  appear  to  be  nearer 
our  ideal.  It  may  be  taken  to  be  a  stepping  stone 
to  the  Utopia,  we  mean  to  realize  sooner  or  later,  for 
it  is  in  a  family  that  one  first  learns  the  sense  of  co- 
operation and  mutual  affection  on  a  small  scale  which 
he  transfers  later  on  to  the  world  at  large.  At  least 
in  its  ideal  form  of  organisation  and  working,  it  should 
have  taught  us  the  art  of  living  together  like  beads 
in  a  rosary.  The  ideal  strikes  us  of  course,  fascinating, 
charming  and  appealing  and  tickles  the  'philosopher' 
in  us,  but  in  reality  we  have  never  tried  to  under- 
stand its  real  implications  and  have  been  merely 
content  with  watching  it  form  a  sufficiently  long 
distance  in  an  atmosphere  of  enchantment.  We  have 
never  given  a  practical  shape  to  the  dream  before 
us  and  in  actual  practice  we  do  not  find  even  the 
smallest  hint  which  could  testify  to  the  spirit  of 
brotherhood  in  us.  This  is  all  the  more  tragic — we 
entertain  very  high  ideals  but  in  practice  we  cannot 
realise  them  and  rather  live  quite  contrary  to  them.  It 
would  have  been  more  in  our  interests  to  have  aspired 
for  things  not   beyond   our   control,   adjusted   ourselves" 
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fo  its  varied  demands  and  then  slowly  and  graudally 
practise  to  scale  bigger  heights.  The  ideals  not  lived 
are  mere  fantasies  of  the  idle  brains. 

I  shall  make  no  bones  about  saying  that  we  have 
got  from  the  age  old  joint  family  system  a  crippled 
individual,  so  to  say — on  a  productive  sale.  But  before 
we  could  have  seen  this  system  shade  off  to  insignifi- 
cance and  remain  only  a  chapter  in  the  history  of 
the  past,  visible  only  dimly,  we  find  it  clinging 
to  our  life  in  as  strong  a  manner,  as  before,  when 
probably  it  had  some  use  or  necessity.  Our  economic 
conditions  are,  to  a  very  great  extent,  responsible  for 
holding  fast  this  system  to  its  soil.  The  extreme 
poverty  of  India  has  compelled  her  people  to  live 
in  herds  which  is  the  only  way  of  adjusting  the 
meagre  earnings  of  the  head  for  the  benefit  of  the 
entire  family.  Even  those  who  would  not  like  to  cling 
to  this  system  can  do  no  better  for  unemployed  as  they 
are,  they  cannot  afford  to  stay  out  of  homes.  Practi- 
cally, round  one  earning  member  of  the  family,  the 
other  members  centre  and  drag  on  in  life— I  make  bold 
to  say  if  they  like  it.  They  have  to  give  way  willingly 
or  unwillingly  to  one  despotic  head  whose  prejudices 
are  to  be  taken  as  commands  and  naturally  the  excep- 
tional superior  role  that  he  assumes  as  the  head  of 
the  family,  places  all  other  members  at  his  mercy. 
Not  because  he  is  grown  up  in  years  but  because  he 
earns.  Even  the  grown-up  people  realise  these  diffi- 
culties when  they  fall  back  upon  the  riches  of  the 
young  ones  who  in  return  assume    the    same   role    which 
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the  earning  members  in  their  ripe  time  had  played. 

The  dependence  is  not  visible  in  matters  of  money, 
in  fact,  the  evil  overshoots  the  mark.  In  all  social 
matters  as  well  as  personal  likings  and  dislikings  the 
opinion  of  the  earning  member  of  the  family  is  always 
categorical.  The  younger  members  are  brought  up  in  a 
purely  dictatorial  system  of  Home-Govt.  and  with  the 
allied  evils  that  naturally  attend  it.  Individuality  is 
crushed  beyond  recognition,  the  members  rendered  drones 
beyond  any  cure.  John  Gunther  writes  in  his  Inside 
Asia  "Another  aspect  of  the  family  system  is  that 
when  an  Indian  gets  a  job  hundreds  of  retainers  and 
obscure  and  distant  members  of  his  family  may  fasten 
on  him  for  living.  The  poverty  of  India  caused  in  part  by 
British  exploitation  is  over-whelming.  The  legend  is 
that  the  first  Indian  to  become  a  peer,  Lord  Sinha 
had  to  retire  from  the  public  service — he  was  a  governor 
because  the  pressure  of  his  clansmen  to  support  them 
became  too  much  to  bear." 

What  incentive,  tlien  can  any  member  in  the  Joint 
family  has  to  aspire  or  work  for  higher  aims  when  he 
can  easily  find  enough  to  feed  himself  on  the  earnings  of 
one  member  who  has  to  put  in  incessantly  untiring 
labour,  much  at  the  cost  of  his  own  health.  Whereas 
the  other  members  go  in  disuse  nearly  blunted,  the 
earning  members  share  the  same  fate  almost  exhausted. 

While  passing  from  the  Anarkali  Bazaar  of  Lahore, 
leisurely  one  day  I  felt  vain  in  my  pocket  to  give  some 
money  to  a  poor  beggar.  He  was  much  pleased  to 
accept  my  offer.     I   asked   him,   then,   if  he   would   be 
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willing  to  work  as  a  picker  for  a  Tennis  club  for  hand- 
some wages.  And  soon  came  the  reply,  "  Why  shall  I 
leave  my  present  occupation.  Well,  I  earn  much  more 
by  begging  than  you  could  give  me  there.  And  then, 
I  will  have  to   bother  much  which  I  am  not  used  to." 

INIuch  the  same  is  the  spirit  to  which  the  members 
fall  victim.  Not  only  the  joint  family  has  not  infused 
the  spirit  of  dignity  of  labour,  it  has  also  done  much  less 
to  stop  the  evil  attitude  of  beggary  colouring  the  minds 
of  the  people.  While  amongst  the  poorer  class,  herds  of 
families  go  in  for  begging  profession  not  because  they  are 
physically  unfit  or  have  no  opportunities,  but  because 
the  slow  but  surely  stagnating  family  atmosphere  has 
dulled  their  self-respect  as  also  any  respect  for  labour. 
If  only  per  chance  a  member  of  the  family  is  hardwork- 
ing, he  discharges  his  office  earnestly.  The  rest  who 
are  hangers  on  still  have  their  due  share.  This  has 
much  to  account  for  depriving  large  section  of  society  of 
the  sense  of  hard  work  which  is  the  vitalising  energy 
for  any  healthy  society^the  crowning  glory  of  mankind. 

In  a  big  joint  f„m  ly  where  one  head  has  got  a  big 
crowd  under  it  composed  of  heterogeneous  elements, 
mutual  adjustment  is  impossible  to  be  seen  or  even 
brought  about.  Some  members  cannot  see  their  way  to 
that  of  the  other  members  ;  there  goes  on  regular  bicker- 
ing against  each  other  intrigues  within  intrigues  and 
what  not.  Some  hold  together  by  means  of  near  blood 
relations  while  others  have  to  keep  away  without  that 
confidence.  The  female  members  of  the  family  are  not 
lacking  in  any  way.     The  stage  much  similar  to    a    tense 
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situation  m  drama — of  course,  emotionally    more   touch- 
ing is  soon  reached.  They  are  involved  in  endless  quarrels 
with  each  other  over  petty  problems — mostly  emanating 
from  the  childish  quarrels  of  small  babes.     If  a    child    of 
a    certain    mother   gets    more   of   a  particular  thing  the 
mother   of  another   child    would  lose  no  opportunity    in 
availing  herself  of  this  occasion  and  make  hell    not    only 
her  life,  but  also  the  existence  of  others.     Much  the  same 
tendency  is  picked  up  by  the  growing    children   and    the 
evils   of   hatred   and    contempt  sowed  and  cultivated  in 
the  plastic  age.     Children  in  the  family  are  found    abus- 
ing  one   another,    beating  and  thrashing  one  another  on 
the   respecti%^e    commands    of   their    mothers.     Much  of 
the  moral  force,  I   am   sure,    children    draw    from    their 
parents  for  placing  them  in  hostile  camps  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family.     Nor  can  the  head  of   the   family   be 
expected    to   dole   out    indiscriminately    the    same   love 
to  every  member  while  comparatively  other    members  of 
the  family  may  not  mind    this    show    of   partiality,    the 
effect   on   the   growing   children    who    feel   greatly    and 
think  little  is  sadly  abominable.     They    find    as    if   they 
have  no  worth  in  home,  no  body  to  talk  to  them  sweetly 
while  their  other  brothers  and  sisters  enjoy  all  the    com- 
forts  of  the   parental    roof.     Tiie   results     are  far  more 
drastic  than  the  reader  would    have    imagined.     If   such 
children  in  whom  the  'inferiority  feeling'  and  the  feeling 
of  'Neglected  child'  have    been    forced    in    through   and 
through   they  are  very  likely  to  go    neurotic    and    suffer 
from  other  mental  disorders.     Girls  are  to  go  neurotic  in 
the  homes  where  they  are  not  well  looked  or   well   cired 
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for.     Nothing  strange  if  such  girls  run  away  from  homes 
to  seek  respect  and  appreciation  abroad. 

Male  dominance  has  always  been  a  characteristic 
feature  of  the  joint  family  and  the  female  members  have 
suffered  heavily  under  this  yoke.  Since  the  leadership 
ia  the  family  has  always  been  enjoyed  by  the  earning 
member,  woman  was  naturally  to  be  thrown  in  the 
back  ground  as  she  was  not  meant  to  earn  anything. 
She  has  enjoyed  no  position  in  home  and  her  voice  has 
been  almot  always  a  cry  in  the  wilderness.  She  has 
worked  from  early  morn  till  late  at  night.  She  has  been 
condemned  to  lead  a  life  of  drudgery,  dominated  by  the 
superior  will  of  the  male  members.  She  has  always 
carried  with  her  the  trade-mark  of  inferiority  and  it  is 
due  to  poor  womanhood  that  children  of  India  have 
suffered — there  has  been  a  poor  generation.  Children 
have  suffered  the  more  where  the  number  has  been 
exceptionally  large  and  no  body  to  look  after  them. 
Lack  of  proper  attention  to  every  child  in  the  family 
which  has  remained  a  serious  drawback  in  the  joint 
families  is  pregnant  with  evil  results.  Children  have 
grown  wildly  in  'Natural  State'  as  it  were,  bound  by  no 
morals,  customs  or  laws.  Until  comparatively  recent 
years,  one  family  used  to  have  under  its  roof  as  many  as 
fifty  members  and  even  more  and  one  c^in  well  imagine 
if  there  is  any  possibility  of  individual  care  to  be  given 
to  the  members  most  of  whom  being  the  children  who 
require  greater  looking  after.  Following  some  of  the 
experiences  of  Educational  Psychologists  we  can  say 
that  just  as  a  good  class  should  be  a  class   composed  of 
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few  students,  so  likewise  there  should  be  o  nly  few 
childem  who  could  be  educated  properly.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  outstanding  features  why  the  joint  family 
has  hampered  the  progress  of  the  individual  child. 

The  joint  family  system  may  have  originated  and 
have  heen  useful  when  all  the  members  of  the  family 
could  take  to  one  job,  say  Agriculture,  and  all  were  to 
live  together  or  else  because  of  no  other  means  for  the 
outlet  of  their  energy,  it  was  easy  and  essential  to  live 
under  one  roof.  But  to-day  the  conditions  are  changed 
and  we  must  change  our  ways  and  customs  likewise. 
We  must  adapt  ourselves  to  new  environment  and  I 
believe  this  is  the  first  pre-requisite  for  any  organism 
physical  or  social  to  make  its  living  possible  on  earth. 
There  is  not  one  source  of  income  left  for  the  people, 
professions  have  been  multiplied  and  means  of  conveyance 
have  rendered  it  easy  that  men  would  travel  far  and 
wide  and  even  settle  in  far  off  places  from  home  in  the 
service  of  their  interests,  political  or  economical.  But 
still  many  graduates  of  the  universities  nurtured  in  the 
joint  family  system  do  not  find  it  easy  to  move  out  of 
their  homes  where  their  childhood  danced  from  toe  to 
toe.  There  are  some  who  take  up  a  bold  attitude  and 
make  resolute  determination  to  go  in  some  place  and 
settle  there,  but  a  little  word  of  discouragement  on  the 
part  of  their  parents  cracks  their  firm  rock  of  determina- 
tion and  all  such  ideas  go  to  eternal  oblivion  never  to 
rise  up  again.  I  need  hardly  picture  a  drama  which  is 
a  common  day  stage  in  Indian  homes.  There  are  to  be 
seen  still  so  many  heartrending  scenes  if  a   son    or   more 
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so  a  daughter  is  to  be  sent  to  some  foreign  country  for 
higher  education.  These  stories  of  Indians,  particularly 
of  Indian  mothers  have  become  almost  proverbial — the 
mothers  of  whom  India  could  boast  so  well — who  would 
send  their  sons  and  daughters  to  battle-fields  most  will- 
ingly  and  ungrudgingly.  In  the  modern  political  world 
there  is  an  unceasing  effort  on  the  part  of  the  empires  to 
spread  out  their  reins  to  any  portion  of  the  globe  which 
they  can  command.  The  beginning  of  that  was  laid 
centuries  ago  by  the  energetic  and  enterprising  people 
who  left  the  shores  of  their  country  and  established 
themselves  in  commercial  concerns  in  India.  What  a 
fair  contrast  to  the  spirit  of  Indians  who  have  been 
dreading  the  sea  voyage.  All  this  comes  of  a  joint  family 
which  has  had  its  sway  over  us  for  a  considerably  long 
time,  even  for  any  history. 

Added  to  these  already  many  evils  of  joint  family 
the  early  marriage'  and  'pardah  system'  have  their  own 
stories  to  tell  wliich  have  cramped  the  proper  growth  of 
Indian  nation.  Early  marriages  are  so  easy  in  joint 
family,  for  it  is  taken  to  be  easy  to  accomodate  one  more 
member  for  that  does  not  mean  much.  Then  to  keep 
up  the  seclusion  due  to  some  social  prejudices,  Pardah 
becomes  for  them  a  necessity. 

If  all  this  may  mean  propaganda  in  favour  of 
Individualism,  I  am  afraid,  the  point  has  been  misunder- 
stood. I  contend  Individualism  born  of  free  atmosphere 
would  decidedly  be  more  brotherly  and  humanitarian    in 

its   appeal   than    the   common    brotherhood  or  Altruism 
born  of  crushed  liberty  and  damped  individuality. 

I 


CHAPTER  IV 

EDUCATION 

Casting  its  net  too  wide,  the  prevalent  system  of 
education  labours  under  some  great  defects,  the  most 
outstanding  of  them  being  its  purely  theoretical  nature. 
"  Theory  and  no  practice  "  appears  to  be  the  goal  of 
modern  education  and  the  whole  studentship  lives  upto 
this  inherently  false  ideal.  Our  education  has  removed 
us  far  from  the  realities  of  the  world  in  which  we  live  ; 
no  Wonder  then  if  there  is  no  proper  adjustment  to  that 
The  theory  has  trained  us  into  one  way  of  thinking 
while  the  practical  calls  for  another  type  of  thinking. 
With  all  the  rich  heritage  of  both  the  east  and  the  west 
that  the  educationists  have  tried  to  inculcate  in  the  veins 
of  the  growing  children  in  schools,  they  have  not  been 
successful  in  producing  the  noble  and  ideal  civilians  who 
could  put  the  theoretical  knowledge  of  Civics  into  prac- 
tice. Most  of  the  educationists  are  altogether  taken  in 
by  the  complete  theoretical  nature  of  knowledge.  In  the 
growing  years,  there  is  a  strong  tendency  on  the  part  of 
educationists  to  put  stop  to  students  taking  active  part 
in  politics.  The  reason  has  more  political  than  educa- 
tional value.  After  all,  if  a  student  is  to  learn  he  must 
learn  in  actual  field  of  politics  and  no  matter  if  he  begins 
it  in  his  very  college  career.  He  will  be  learning  in 
practice  which  he  had  been  reading  in  theory  so  far  and 
"Would  be  able  to  correlate  the  two.     One   serious    defect 
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of  students  taking  part  in  politics  is  pointed  out  by  them 
that  students  have  not  matured  opinions  on  the  problem. 
Well,  that  is  not  certain  even  in  case  of  politicians  who 
have  grown  grey  in  the  field  of  politics.  Many  hoary- 
headed  politicians  have  been  known  not  to  think  and 
act  in  a  judicious  manner.  What  is  difficult  about 
understanding  the  political  creeds  is  not  their  actual 
meaning  but  the  spirit  of  sincerity  that  runs  through 
that  body  politic,  and  perhaps  because  free  from  pre- 
judice, a  youngman  can  understand  and  choose  and- 
foUow  a  better  path. 

Modern  education  has  emphasised  the  training  of 
the  head  while  that  of  hand  and  heart  has  been  neglected 
which  has  led  to  economic  and  communal  troubles  res- 
pectively. No  importance  is  attached  to  the  choice  of 
profession  which  leaves  us  at  the  mercy  of  circumstances. 
There  is  a  complete  lack  of  self  determinism  and  the 
result  is  a  fickle  mind  always  oscillating  as  in  a  see-saw 
and  even  giving  way  completely  at  the  slightest  touch  of 
hardships.  '  Defeatist's  mentality  ;  was  to  be  the  logical 
consequence  of  this  system.  As  Mahatma  Gandhi  ex- 
presses, "  More  than  twenty  years  of  growing  years  of 
life  spent  in  much  aimless  manner  must  inculcate  in  the 
pupils  habits  of  procrastination,  irresoluteness,  and 
inability  to  take  decisions  in  the  persuit  of  life." 

Much  that  a  student  learns  as  a  matter  of  fact  is 
by  coming  in  contact  with  the  teachers  whose  impress 
he  carries  in  his  life.  It  is  highly  desirable,  therefore, 
that  teachers  in  our  institutions  should  be  persons  of 
high  calibre,  cultured  and  of  sublime  character.     But,    I 
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am  afraid,  both  these  requisitions  lack  very  badly  in  our 
educational  institutions.  We  find  very  little  contact 
between  a  teacher  and  the  students,  though  to  some 
extent,  it  is  seen  in  the  residential  universities.  After 
delivering  lectures,  a  professor  or  a  teacher  thinks  he 
has  no  other  duty  towards  students.  Nor  would  he 
much  like  his  time  to  be  taken  up  by  the  problems  of 
students  any  more.  Students  in  return  try  to  keep  at 
arms  length  from  their  teachers  and  it  is  hardly  more 
than  a  few  greetings  that  ever  pass  between  them. 
There  being  no  free  intercourse  between  the  teacher  and 
the  taught,  it  is  both  who  suffer,  although  students  more 
than  their  teachers.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  dirth  of  earnest 
teachers  who  would  willingly  devote  themselves  to  this 
cause  and  adopt  education  as  their  religion  more  or  less. 
The  reason  of  all  this  trouble  is  very  easy  to  understand. 
The  education  department  on  the  whole  is  ill  paid  and 
there  too,  the  teachers  in  schools  get  what  is  hardly 
sufficient  to  maintain  themselves  on  two  simple  meals  a 
day.  Naturally,  they  are  anxious,  therefore,  to  make 
both  ends  meet  this  way  or  the  other.  Since  mostly  the 
position  of  a  man  in  this  world  is  counted  in  bushels  of 
money,  teachers  obviously  enjoy  the  lowest  possible  posi- 
/tion  in  the  society,  so  much  so  that  an  ordinary  teacher 
finds  himself  only  an  insignificant  part  of  the  society  in 
which  he  is  living.  What  inspiration  can  such  a  teacher 
infuse  in  the  ambitious  mind  of  his  wards  ? 

Proper  type  of  education  is  paziacea  for  all  diseases — 
social  as  well  as  personal.  Yet  we  find  both  types  of 
diseases  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse.  Why  so  ?  Because 
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there  has  never  come  forth  a  really  first-rate  band  of 
teachers  on  the  staff  of  Indian  schools.  Having  tried 
his  round  at  everything  the  teacher  clings  to  this  pro- 
fession as  a  last  resort  and  then  drags  on.  Pity  a  teacher 
in  whose  hands  lies  the  destiny  of  a  nation  given  the 
lowest  status  in  India,  while  his  co-professionist  enjoys  a 
considerable  reputation  in  other  advanced  countries. 

The  only  outward  mark  of  success  of  modern  education 
is  a  huge  unweildy  machine  of  examination  system.  But 
of  what  avail  are  these  examinations  if  they  fail  to  test 
the  true  worth  of  a  man  and  evaluate  his  capacities. 
The  students,  strangely  enough  run  in  the  blind  alleys 
of  education,  the  other  end  of  which  they  themselves 
never  know  or  even  perhaps  ever  reach. 

In  short,  our  education  has  failed  us  because  it  has 
not  touched  the  actual  life  of  the  people  nor  has  it  done 
anvthing  in  the  way  of  developing  their  personality.  It 
is  out  of  these  evils  inherent  in  the  system  of  our 
education,  that  the  re-orientation  is  born  bringing  in  its 
wake  a  new  spirit  of  adventure  and  experiment  like  the 
Wardha  Scheme  of  Education,  We  propose  to  discuss  it 
very  briefly. 

This  is  the  one  scheme  which  has  embraced  within 
its  fold  the  entire  national  life  of  India  in  as  much  as 
it  has  kept  in  mind  the  demands  of  nine-tenths  of  the 
countr\''s  population.  It  has  for  its  background  the 
village  life  of  India  and  it  is  in  that  prospect  that  the 
whole  scheme  is  set.  Village  is  the  scene  of  educational 
activities  and  the  products  of  village  are  the  objects  for 
the  study  of  the  children.     The  scheme  aims  at,  to  begin 
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with,  acquainting  the  students  with  geographical  and 
economical  conditions  of  the  village,  which  are  their 
immediate  evironments  and  then  to  carr}^  on  the  instruc- 
tions to  broader  and  deeper  problems.  Moreover,  it  has, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  realized  the  true  import  of 
education.  The  first  step  that  it  has  proposed  is  to  do 
away  with  the  superficial  type  of  education  given  in  four 
years'  time  in  our  primary  schools.  It  has  done  good 
the  loss  by  extending  the  span  of  primary  education  over 
seven  years  and  the  standard,  more  or  less,  up  to  Matric. 
It  proposes,  it  means,  that  compulsory  education  up  to 
the  Matric  standard  would  be  given  to  every  one  within 
seven  years'  course,  Fruitfulness  of  this  urge  can  be 
appreciated  by  every  educationist  who  understands  the 
hollo wn  ess  of  primary  education  which  hardly  gives  a 
start  to  mental  activities. 

The  three  important  facts    of   psychological    signifi- 
cance on  which   the   Wardha    Scheme   is   based   are  the 

following  : — 

1.     Vocation 

As  the  scheme  has  been  drafted  with  due    regard    to 

the  poverty  of  India,    it   was    the   more   necessary   that 

some  vocation  should  have  been  aimed  at  for  the  student 

who  will  be  brought  to   bear    the   responsibilities  of   the 

world  sooner  or  later.     We  find  too  much   waste   in    the 

aimlesss   life   of   a   student   who   goes  on  in  life  without 

being  trained  for  any  profession.    Such  is  the  'irregulated 

destiny'  of   an    average    student.     The   parents   and  the 

school  teachers,    to   be    sure,    never  take  any  interest  in 

reading  the  tendencies  of  their  children   with   the  result 
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that  most  of  the  tendencies  which  if  given  fuller  expres- 
sion would  have  led  to  fruitful  results,  die  unfortunately 
and  untimely  death.  How  better  would  it  hav^e  been 
if  the  tendencies  of  the  children  were  seized  upon  pro- 
perly and  directed  to  one  particular  aim.  If  the  children 
are  instructed  to  prepare  themselves  for  one  particular 
profession,  naturally  enough,  they  would  direct  their 
energies  to  one  pattern  of  action,  pointed  and  well 
defined.  The  society  in  that  case  would  have  been 
more  dynamic  ;  the  proper  man  would  go  in  proper 
sphere  and  neither  the  employer  nor  the  employee  would 
worry  any  more. 

2.     Mother-tongue  as  the  Medium  of  Instruction 
Language  is  a  great  vehicle  of  thought  and  thought- 
fulness   is    the    fruit   of  a  good  command  over  language. 
Mother-tongue,  being  more   native    to    the  child,    would 
always   stimulate    train    of   thoughts    in    him  and  place 
him  on  a  far  better  footing  enabling   him    to    relate    the 
different  objects  in  thought  more  accurately,  thus  giving 
him   sense   of  mastery   over    the    outside  world  as  also 
pleasure  of  self-expression.     Various   experiments   over 
children  in  psychological  laboratories  show    beyond    any 
doubt  that   children  rejoice  far    more  in  self-expression 
and  creation  if  they  have  had  their  training  through  their 
mother-tongue  rather  than  in  some  foreign  language  and 
they  pick  up  the  facts  four  times  easier  and    faster.     As 
Mahatma   Gandhi    has   it,    "  The     pro|)er     teaching   of 
mother-tongue    is    the     foundation     of    all     education. 
Without  the  capacity  to  speak   effectively  and    to   read 
effectively      effectively      and      to      read      and      write 
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correctly  and  lucidly,  no  one  can  develop  the  precision 
of  thought  or  clarity  of  ideas.  Moreover,  it  is  a  means 
of  introducing  the  child  to  a  rich  heritage  of  his  pupils' 
ideas,  emotions  and  inspirations  and  can,  therefore,  be 
made  a  valuable  means  of  social  education  whilst  also 
instilling  right  ethical  and  moral  values.  Also  it  is  a 
natural  outlet  for  the  expression  of  the  child's  aesthetic 
sense  of  appreciation  and  if  the  proper  approach  is 
adopted,  the  study  of  literature  becomes  a  source  of 
joy  and  of  creative  appreciation." 

3.     Productive  and  Self-supporting. 

Education  on  the  line  of  the  Wardha  Scheme  is 
not  purely  theoretical,  rather  it  is  more  of  a  produc- 
tive nature.  All  the  knowledge  is  to  be  given  to  the 
students  by  means  of  various  handicrafts.  Mahatma 
Gandhi  has,  of  course,  emphasised  'takli'  as  the  main 
handicraft  by  means  of  which  education  has  to  be 
imparted  to  students.  Education  by  this  means 
amuses  the  children  for  they  take  it  a  sort  of  play 
although  incidentaly  they  pick  up  vast  knowledge 
associated  with  the  handicraft  in  case.  Thus  they 
learn  by  doing  which  is  a  very  well  established  fact 
of  modern  psychology  though  the  idea  is  as  old  as 
Aristotle.  Play  has  been  regarded,  and  rightly  of 
course,  "as  a  rehearsal  for  the  serious  life  to  come." 
Manipulating  the  different  handicrafts  gives  them 
better  knowledge  than  they  could  get  by  committing 
to  memory  blindly  and  passively  the  facts  about 
handicrafts. 
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Thus  a  student  who  is  passing  through  the  school 
days  feels  more  and  more  confident  and  cheerful  for 
he  gets  d\ie  reward  for  the  labour  he  puts  in.  He 
is,  therefore,  more  sanguine  about  his  future  while 
the  existing  conditions  of  education  provide  quite  the 
contrary  atmosphere.  Modem  educational  training 
does  not  guarantee  any  employment  in  future  and  in 
fact,  earning  bread  becomes  a  very  hard  job  for  the 
educated  people.  After  sustained  studies  in  school 
and  college  days  one  has  been  devoting  himself  to, 
one  does  not  feel  sure  as  to  what  is  in  store  for  him. 
After  completing  his  brilliant  career  at  college  and 
getting  the  degree  of  the  Master  of  Arts  or  Science 
and,  then,  having  tried  luck  far  and  wide  to  get  some 
job,  his  finances  are  dwindled  and  sheer  impatience 
compels  him  to  apply  for  a  clerical  job  but  there  too 
he  finds  himself  ousted  by  the  more  well-connected 
and  hence  more  fortunate.  Often,  he  hears,  "You 
are  too  highly  qualified  for  this  job.  Well,  try  your 
hand  at  something  better."  In  foreign  countries, 
more  particularly  in  America,  the  Universities  like 
Colnmbia  University  of  New  York  have  Appointment 
Committees  to  assist  the  students  in  finding  suitable 
jol)S.  But  in  India,  universities  and  governments 
have  done  nothing  or  little  in  this  direction.  At  best, 
they  have  called  for  the  opinions  of  theoretical  econo- 
mists and  appointed  commissions  but  done  nothing  in 
the  practical  way. 

Then,  even,   in    some    cases,   where    better   fortune 
smiles   from    time    to    time,    the    monetary  problems  of 
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home  would  not  stand  all  the  demands — the  extra- 
vagant expenses  of  modern  education — too  much  out 
of  proportion  to  the  existing  economical  conditions 
of  India.  In  short,  the  whole  horizon  of  man  in  the 
university  is  surcharged  with  a  gloomy  atmosphere 
which  retards  the  assimilation  of  proper  eductition 
and  gives  a  serious  setback  to  the  fuller  development 
of  the  personality. 

The  idea  of  'learning  by  doing'  has  been  very  well 
brought  out  by  that  great  master-mind,  General 
Armstrong,  founder  and  the  then  Principal  of  Hampton 
Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute.  In  the  report  for 
1891,  he  says,  ''Character  is  the  best  outcome  of 
labour  system.  That  makes  it  worth  its  cost  many 
times  over.  It  is  not  cheap  but  it  pays.  Expreience 
has  strengthened  my  conviction  of  labour  as  a 
moral  force." 

The  obvious  corroUary  of  this  important  feature 
of  the  Wardha  Scheme  is  that  so  far  as  possible,  it 
aims  at  being  self-supporting,  just  as  some  of  the 
educational  institutions  in  America  are.  Besides,  to 
express  in  the  words  of  (General  Armstrong,  "Self- 
support  must  go  along  with  the  Christian  living.  It  is 
hard  to  be  honest  if  you  are  starving.  A  man  who 
can  support  himself  is  more  likely  to  lead  a  christian 
life.  The  idea  of  self-help  can  be  carried  out  only  by 
productive  industries.  Honesty  giving  value  for  value, 
labour  becomes  a  stepping  stone,  a  ladder  to  education, 
to   all  high  things,  to  success,  manhood  and  character." 

To  a  man  who  loves   art  and   culture,   the   scheme 
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may  seem  to  be  highly  pernicious  through  and  througfi 
for  he  fears  the  labourers  alone  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble production  of  the  country ;  and  the  glory  of  any 
nation  he  feels  does  not  thrive  alone  upon  labourers 
but  upon  men  of  science  and  art.  He  may  apprehend 
that  the  system  would  put  a  stop  to  the  coming  in  of 
persons  like  Tagore  and  Raman.  But  his  fear  is  far 
from  being  genuine  since  the  scheme  has  never  em- 
phasised the  importance  of  manual  labovir  at  the  cost 
of  higher  mental  faculties.  Rather  the  scheme  has 
very  linely  appreciated  that  work  and  imagination 
must  always  go  together  and  it  has  only  performed 
the  sacred  ceremony  of  wedding  the  two.  This  new 
vision  is  based  upon  new  orientation,  which  modern 
psychological  researches  have  brought  forth.  I  will 
better  quote  here  Mahatma  Gandhi's  own  words, 
*'I  do  not  want  to  teach  village  children  only  handi- 
crafts. I  want  to  teach  through  handwork  all  the 
subjects  like  history,  geography,  aritlunetic,  science, 
language,  painting  and  music." 

No  one  who  has  cared  to  read  an  elaborate 
curriculum  for  the  different  grades,  will  doubt  the 
seriousness  of  Mahatma  Gandhi's  words  in  defence 
of  higher  culture.  Since  the  present  scheme  is  designed 
up  lo  the  Matric  standard  although  it  goes  far  beyond 
that  in  many  respects,  we  cannot  say,  therefore,  that 
it  could  give  any  set-back  to  culture  for  we  know 
how  much  culture  can  the  matriculates  save  or  serve 
when  M.A.'s  and  B.A.'s  trained  for  the  so-called  more 
cultunil    vocations   of   life   have    to   go  in  for  the  typing 
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business  or  the  like.  Rather,  is  it  not  our  serious 
charge  against  the  modern  education  that  it  has  pro- 
duced mere  "'quill-drivers",  as  Maeaulay  prophesied — 
nuich  to  the  detriment  of  culture  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Wardha  Scheme  aims 
at  stimulating  the  higher  faculties  by  handicrafts, 
cultivating  ground  for  culture  where  it  could  flov/  in 
natural  course.  Take  for  instance,  as  Mahatma  Gandhi 
proposes  imparting  general  education  through  'takli'. 
Now,  besides  the  mere  teachnique  of  spinning  the 
yarn,  the  children  will  be  taught  in  a  general  way  all 
points  of  interest  connected  with  the  problem  in  case. 
A  child  would  be  made  to  understand  something  about 
the  growth  of  cotton,  in  a  way  he  will  be  taught 
geography  through  cotton.  Then  in  course  of  time, 
the  history  of  methods  and  process  of  weaving  and 
spinning  together  with  various  economic  principles 
connected  with  it  would  be  made  clear  to  him  as  he 
advances  in  years  Thus  the  whole  system  of  imparting 
knowledge  has  a  tone  of  play  about  it  which  feeds  itself 
on  the  instincts  of  curiosity  and  of  imitation  implanted 
in  luiman  nature. 

While  concluding  our  observation  about  the  Wardha 
Scheme,  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that 
the  working  of  this  scheme  is  not  the  end  of  education. 
Of  course,  it  has  some  defects.  All  through,  ivlahatma- 
ji  has  emphasised  that  'takli'  should  be  the  only 
suitable  handicraft  for  the  education  of  the  children. 
But  in  fact,  what  is  required  is  a  variety  of  handi- 
crafts  so   that   children    should   be   able  to  choose  only 
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those  which  are  in  line  with  their  interests.  Another 
defect  is  that  the  teachers  according  to  the  Wardha 
Scheme  are  ill-paid  and  the  standard  demanded  of 
them,  of  course,  low.  Matrlc  seems  to  be  no  good 
standard  for  a  teacher.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  most  efficient  and  educated  teachers  be  employed 
in  the  schools. 

As  we  have  said,  this  scheme  should  not  mean  to 
us  a  static  end  of  education.  It  can  be  improved  upon 
and  modified  in  the  light  of  experience  that  it  yields 
as  also  according  to  political  and  economical  conditions 
in  India.  So  far,  it  is  the  only  means  devised  for 
bettering  the  present  conditions  and  in  fact  working 
of  this  type  of  scheme  very  widely  would  be  the  only 
sincere  'drive  against  illiteracy,' 

The  Wardha  Scheme  would  infuse  knowledge  in 
low  classes  who  have  so  far  suffered  the  dominance 
of  the  higher  classes.  Since  time  immemorial  the  low 
classes  have  been  exploited  by  the  priestly  class  so 
much  so  that  cars  of  'shudras'  were  bored  if  they 
happened  to  hear  the  'mantras'  of  the  more  religious 
pandits.  Much  the  same  conditions  prevail  even  up 
to  this  day.  Highly  enlightened  men  would  shun  to 
mix  with  the  low  classes,  much  less  would  they  dine 
with  them.  Thanks  to  the  great  benefactor  of  mankind 
— Mahatma  Gandhi,  who  has  done  his  all  to  raise  the 
depressed  classes  of  the  Harijans.  So  far  the  class 
distinction  in  India  has  had  a  deep-rooted  influence 
on  the  socio-political  condition  of  our  time  and  in  a 
way   bound   us   as   slaves.     The  only  way  of  eradicating 
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the  class  distinction  is  to  give  the  proper  education 
to  the  masses  which  aione  could  bring  the  depressed 
to  self-respect  and  right  understanding  of  other  problems 
vitally  connected  with  their  being  and  the  injured  self- 
respect  would  be  restored  to  them. 

Many  movements  have  been  started  to  educate 
the  low  classes,  but  truth  to  say  Harijan  Sewak  Sangh  which 
has  its  branches  spread  far  and  wide  in  all  corners  of 
India  has  done  a  unique  and  commendable  service  to 
such  an  ideal  cause.  Besides,  it  is  praiseworthy  that 
university  students  who,  for  over  quite  a  long  time, 
have  been  away  from  tlie  rural  problems  have  come 
to  realise  its  significance  and  feel  the  difficulties  of 
villagers,  I  believe  books  on  rural  problems  are  not 
few  nor  any  the  less  authentic  but  this  bookish  know- 
ledge would  be  less  efficacious  in  bringing  home  to  the 
Indian  students  and  calling  for  their  sympathetic 
attitude  which  the  actual  scenes  of  misery  and  suffering 
may  do. 

Still  more  important  matter  of  consideration  is  the 
education  of  girls  who  have  been  so  far  held  intellectually 
prisoners  behind  the  veils  of  ignorance.  But  even  in 
the  second  quarter  of  the  twentieth  century  when 
education  is  far  spreading  though,  of  course,  a  bit 
slowly  in  India,  the  parents  cannot  tolerate  to  send 
their  daughters  for  higher  education.  In  the  same 
family,  the  brothers  are  getting  higher  education  but 
their  less  fortunate  sisters  are  almost  bereft  of  this  gift 
of  God.  Prejudices  of  the  elderly  people  force  them 
to  refuse  education  to  girls,  while  those  who   are   willing 
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lo  give  education  to  girls  dare  not  send  them  to  sucli 
institutions  for  would-be-husbands  in  some  cases  do 
not  like  so.  They  think  that  when  women  are  educa- 
ted they  can  never  remain  under  their  thumb,  cannot 
provide  them  with  comforts  and  they  fail  to  bring 
peace  and  prosperity  to  the  home.  Where  more  atten- 
tion should  have  been  given  to  girls'  education  for  it 
is  they  who  are  responsible  for  the  education  of  their 
own  generation,  we  find  that  they  are  the  most 
neglected  and  backward  of  all.  If  by  accident  some 
money  is  spent  on  a  girl's  education,  it  is  considered 
to  be  a  mere  waste  as  against  the  money  invested  in 
case  of  a  boy.  Besides,  the  attitude  gains  strength 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  girl  is  not  to  earn  any- 
thing, she  is  to  do  household  work.  The  homes  have 
suffered  consequently,  the  children  are  comparatively 
poor  in  intellect  for  we  should  have  remembered  that 
by  educating  a  girl  we  educate  the  whole  family. 

They  say  Indian  women  lack  the  sufficient  intellect 
for  higher  education.  Well,  that  is  all  of  our  making 
since  we  have  deprived  them  of  the  right  of  the  Three 
Rs.  Given  proper  chances  and  facilities,  she  is  surely 
going  to  fair  as  well  as  her  American  or  English  sisters 
no  less  than  an  Indian  man  has  fairly  well  begun  to 
compete  his  English  and  American  brothers. 

Some  lovers  of  health  have  despised  female  educa- 
tion on  the  ground  that  educated  girls  lose  their  health 
and  are  left  unfit  for  the  office  of  maternity  and  most 
of  them  even  die  at  the  first  child-birth.  W^ell  to  some 
extent   our   educational    system   requires    over-hauling 
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which  we  have  already  considered.  However,  I  am 
afraid,  that  they  have  not  cared  to  look  to  the  vast 
majority  of  girls  dying  by  and  by  in  the  Hindu  homes 
inside  the  lanes  of  our  dirty  cities.  Born  within  the 
forewalls  of  the  homes,  they  die  where  they  are  born. 
Perhaps  they  have  never  invited  attention  to  a  few 
merry-go  girls,  walking  about  the  streets  playing  and 
enjoying.  The  girls  in  homes  unoccupied  as  they  are 
with  proper  and  suitable  job  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  keep  cheerful  while  the  girls  in  schools  and  colleges 
find  themselves  in  broader  and  cultural  atmosphere  far 
removed  from  the  petty  and  tiring  triflings  of  home  life 
and  there  is  more  reason  to  believe  that  they  can  always 
keep  the  devil  of  a  bugbear  away  which  is  all  the  time 
dancing  before  the  girls  who  are  confined  to  the  forewalls 
of  homes.  The  girls'  schools  and  colleges  these 
days,  are  the  right  fields  of  athletics  and  I  have  every 
ground  to  reject  the  current  opinion  of  the  people  that 
education  has  made  the  lot  of  girls  more  miserable  by 
making  them  tom-boys.  The  reasons,  in  fact,  are  to 
be  sought  elsewhere.  To  me  it  appears  that  schools  and 
colleges  provide  or  should  provide  the  opportunity  for 
free  expression  which  is  denied  to  them  in  homes  bound- 
ed by  narrow  idiosyncrasies.  If  my  reading  is  correct, 
I  may  say  with  sufficient  explanation  as  to  why 
girls  are  more  regular  in  attending  colleges  than  boys. 
I  do  not  dispute  the  enthusiasm  of  boys  for  knowledge. 
But  the  reason  is  that  girls  find  in  homes  liberties 
curtailed  to  the  minimum  and  hence  their  craving  to  be 
out   of   such    suffocating   atmosphere    and    enjoy   with 


TO 

their  IcUow-students  in  the  schools  and  colleges. 
Wlicther  they  are  serious  about  their  studies  or  not, 
does  not  concern  us  at  present.  All  that  it  shows  is 
that  there  is  a  genuine  protest  from  the  side  of  the 
girls  to  liberate  themselves  from  the  narrow  walls  of 
the  homes. 

Nor  are  we  inclined  to  entertain  and  accept  easily 
the  point  of  view  of  those  who  believe  that  education 
corrupts  the  girls,  spoils  them  and  leaves  them  unfit  for 
marriage.  In  the  first  place  our  experience  contradicts 
such  a  hasty  and  baseless  conclusion.  While  in  the 
second  place  it  is  a  faulty  logic  since  the  generalization 
may,  at  best,  be  based  upon  only  a  few  observations.  I 
think  that  school  or  college  girls  have  better  and  heal- 
their  outlet  for  their  cravings  and  desires  than  their 
sisters  who  have  never  been  to  schools  and  colleges. 
With  the  aid  of  education  they  sublimate  their  ways 
and  do  not  go  headlong  into  the  pit-falls  of  hj'^steria  and 
other  types  of  neurosis.  Do  not  the  reports  appear  in 
daily  press  of  the  girls  in  homes  who  tired  of  the  life  have 
either  run  away  with  their  lovers  or  committed  suicide. 
Even  statistically  speaking  such  instances  would  be 
comparatively  fewer  in  number  in  schools  and  colleges 
for  it  is  not  the  free  atmosphere  but  the  suppression 
that  corrupts  the  persons.  Again,  how  many  persons 
have  tried  to  look  within  thoroughly  the  miserable  lot  of 
homes — the  unhappy  homes — where  husbands  and  wives 
have  not  come  to  proper  understanding.  The  educated 
couple  still  can  come  to  compromise  and  arrive  at 
better   understanding   and    live    in    better     conditions. 
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Uneducated  wife  may  be  a  blessing  for  a  person  who 
always  wants  his  comforts  to  be  looked  after  but  to  a 
wife  herself  it  is  a  veritable  hell. 

Closely  connected  with  the  problem  of  female 
education  is  the  controversial  problem  of  co-education 
which  we  cannot  dismiss  for  our  purpose.  I  am  afraid, 
we  make  much  evil  of  co-education  because  of  moral 
scruples,  even  going  to  the  length  of  proclaiming  unhesi- 
tatingly that  it  deteriorates  the  moral  side  of  our 
nature.  But  I  am  inclined  to  believe  with  great 
thinker,  perhaps  it  was  Addison,  that  female  friend- 
ship is  necessary  for  intellectual  development  and 
in  no  way,  it  hinders  the  moral  progress.  How- 
ever, our  point  of  view  is  different  only  in  the 
sense  that  we  do  not  want  the  same  type  of  education 
be  given  to  both  boys  and  girls  and  we  have  our 
own  reasons  for  that.  We  have  no  objection  to  the 
view  that  the  boys  and  girls  may  read  in  the  same 
institutions,  mix  togther  so  far  as  some  new  subjects 
are  offered  to  the  girls  which  are  favourable  to  their 
intelligence.  Free  mixing  of  boys  and  girls,  of  course, 
is  not  so  harmful  as  their  seclusion  in  which  case 
they  are  dissipated  without  having  come  nearer  to 
each  other — their  agony  of  mind  is  boundless.  I  view 
of  the  above-mentioned  dangers  of  segregation  of 
sexes,  I  am  tempted  to  quote  once  again  Principal 
General  Armstrong:  "The  family  is  the  unit  of  civiliza- 
tion and  the  conditions  of  pure  family  living  are  first 
things  to  be  created  in  educating  men  and  women. 
Hence    the    co-education    of   sexes  is  indispensable." 
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Let  us  consider,  now,  what  modifications  we  require 
in  the  present  co-educational  institutions.  As  the  aim 
of  education  is  to  help  mankind,  to  realize  their  end, 
whatever  it  be — a  matter  rather  for  ethical  philosophers 
to  pronounce  judgment  upon—both  boys  and  girls,  men 
and  women  of  to-morrow  must  supplement  each  other 
rather  than  compete.  They  have  their  own  offices  to 
discharge  each  equally  important  and  in  no  way  inferior 
to  the  other,  hence  the  need  for  different  types  of  educa- 
tion for  the  different  sexes  for  which  our  university 
system  requires  a  complete  overhauling. 

As  soon  as  the  sex  differences  come  into  operation 
it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  different  types  of 
subjects  of  study  for  different  sexes.  These  sex  differ- 
ences are  not  visible  only  on  the  physical  side  but  they 
are  equally  visible  on  the  intellectual  side  also.  Pope  did 
really  err  when  he  said  that  woman  is  merely  a  "softer 
man.'  She  is  much  less  and  much  more.  The  sex 
differences  in  case  of  tastes  and  intelligence  arc  displayed 
in  games  and  toy-plays  of  boys  and  girls  in  the  very 
childhood,  which  shows  that  they  have  different  ten- 
dencies and  inclinations — a  fact  of  great  psychological 
significance  for  the  matter  of  education.  Take  for 
example,  how  the  motherly  instincts  of  tenderness  and 
affection  come  to  play  when  a  girl  is  employed  in  play- 
ing with  her  dolls.  While  on  the  otiier  hand,  a  boy  is 
seen  breaking  and  making  the  things,  the  latter  imply- 
ing the  element  of  self-assertion  in  his  nature  while  the 
former,  the  '  creative  element.'  Boys  arc  more  matter 
of  fact  while  girls  are    more   emotional    by    nature.     As 
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some  one  put  it,  *'  By  flash  as  it  were,  of  inspired  insight 
woman  often  decides  with  unerring  accuracy  questions 
which  man  has  failed  to  solve  by  an  elaborate  process 
of  reasoning."  And  to  the  same  effect,  a  French  witty 
writer  says,  '"When  a  man  has  toiled  stef)  by  step  up  a 
flight  of  stairs,  he  will  be  sure  to  find  a  woman  at  the 
top  though  he  will  be  unable  to  tell  how  she  got    there." 

The  coy  and  subtle  world  of  emotion  is  a 
-domain  in  which  she  is  ever  at  home — the  defect  which 
strengthens  our  belief  that  if  girls  be  educated 
properly  with  all  the  social  privileges  granted  to  them 
as  are  done  to  the  boys  they  would  excel  them  in 
literature.  This  fact  can  be  very  well  illustrated 
with  the  observation  made  in  case  of  the  children. 
\V^e,  very  often,  find  in  two  children  of  different 
sexes  but  of  equal  age  that  the  girls'  description  of 
some  event  is  more  vivid,  more  exaggerated  than 
that  of  a  boy  who  relates  the  same  event  in  a  matter 
of  fact  without  stirred  by  any  emotions.  Girls  are 
more  in  the  habit  of  telling  'white  lies'  but  they 
know  the  art  of. 'embroidering'  and  'ornamenting'  them 
and  they  are  more  sensitive  to  beauty  in  any  form. 
And  the  teachers  in  co-educational  institutions  testify 
to  the  truth  of  this  observation  as  they  tell  us  that  a 
girl's  work  is  generally  more  neat  and  clean  than 
that  of  a  boy.  All  these  tendencies  and  inclinations 
provide  for  the  best  literary  development  in  girls 
provided    they  are  placed  in  favourable  circumstances. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  abstract  reasoning  is  foreign 
to  the  nature  of  women  in  general  and  even  so  intelligent 
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and  learned  a  woman  as  Mme  de  Sevigne  acknowledged 
that  "Abstract  reasoning  were  repugnant  to  her."  That 
is  the  reason  why  most  of  the  girls  cannot  keep  patience 
with  philosophical  and  metaphysical  problems. 

We  must  not  be  blind  to  the  fact  that  woman's 
battlefield  is  more  of  home  and  as  such  the  universities 
should  arm  them  with  such  subjects  as  may  prove 
more  useful  in  their  display  of  heroism.  Emphasising 
the  home  as  the  centre  of  her  activities  does  not  mean 
that  all  higher  knowledge  is  to  be  denied  to  her.  She 
may  move  in  societies  as  freely  as  a  man  does  and 
partake  in  all  social  activities  and  yet  I  am  sure,  the 
specific  type  of  education  can  in  no  way  be  a  set-back 
to  her  social  position  for  education  in  general  develops 
one's  intellect  and  any  intelligent  person  placed  in 
some  situation  can  discover  the  rules  for  him  or 
herslef. 

If  the  experiment  be  tried  the  other  way  round, 
that  is  to  arrange  the  specific  subjects  for  girls  like 
Literature,  DQuiestic  Science,  Child  Psychology,  Music, 
Painting  etc,  it  would  prove  more  fertile  and  conse- 
quently  fruitful  to  the  soil  of  their  intellect. 

Let  the  educationists  of  all  shades  and  opinions 
think  over  this  matter  seriously. 


CHAPTER  V. 

PROBLEMS  OF  YOUTH 

The  youth  has  been  tossed  between  the  devil  and 
the  deep  for  if  he  disobeys  the  parents  he  defies,  the 
moral  code  of  the  society  and  if  he  follows  them  meekly 
he  has  to  cling  on  to  some  of  the  evils  connected  mostly 
with  the  problems  of  marriage.  While  the  parents  to 
safeguard  their  traditional  authority  have  always 
emphasised  their  wisdom  in  reserving  the  marriage 
problem  of  the  children  as  their  own  jDeculiarity 
personal  affair,  the  youth  on  the  other  hand,  have 
rebelled  against  all  injustice  meted  out  to  them  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously  by  the  parents.  I  believe  in 
my  heart  of  hearts  that  any  advice  worth  the  name 
coming  from  a  grey  old  head  must  be  respected  but  in 
marriage  affairs  more  than  anywhere  else,  parents 
more  often  than  not  err.  in  selecting  companions  for 
their   sons  or  daughters. 

Why  should  the  marriages  be  forced  upon  the 
boys  and  girls  in  spite  of  them  ?  For  you  must  respect 
the  traditions  and  customs  of  India.  But  I  am  afraid, 
that  these  high  priests  of  Indian  Culture  are  themselves 
danger  to  its  security,  who  have  in  fact  never  taken 
care  to  understand  the  Indian  traditions.  Both  boys 
and  girls  enjoyed  full  liberty  in  choosing  their  life 
companions.  The  classical  literature  abounds  with 
examples  of  free-choice     marriages   and     shows   clearly 
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that  this  system  is  not  new  to  tlie  soil  of  India  ;  for 
what  is  'Swaymvar'  if  not  the  selection  of  one  by  the 
other  himself  or  herself.  Mahatma  Gandhi  keeps  up  the 
traditional  background  before  his  mind  when  he  says, 
"Students  should  learn  the  art  of  standing  alone  and 
resisting  in  any  legitimate  manner  any  attempt  to  force 
them  to  do  against  their  will  much  more  so  to  marry 
them    against  their  will." 

True  parents  ha\e  every  right,  rather  the  duty  to 
guide  and  regulate  the  destinies  of'  their  children  but 
under  this  cloak  they  should  not  satisfy  their  instinct 
of  self-assertion  and  in  some  cases  the  deceit  which 
attends  them — because  of  the  advanced  age — the  deceit 
that  they  are  always  right,  and  that  they  can  never 
err.  A  very  serious  charge  is  brought  against  the 
young  fellows  that  they  are  blind  with  hot  passion 
and  cannot  select  their  companions  with  cool  reason. 
Rather,  inflamed  by  the  youthful  spirits  they  fall  in 
love  with  each  other  from  which  they  rise  only  to  find 
that  they  were  sadly  disillusioned.  I  wish  the 
psychology  of  choice  were  i^roperly  understood.  At 
least  choice  or  for  that  matter  love,  does  take  note 
of  certain  qualities  intuitively  which  even  the  most 
elaborate  process  of  reasoning  could  not  appreciate. 
One  likes  a  particular  colour,  taste  or  smell 
rather  than  the  other  by  virtue  of  the  individual 
differences  that  one  must  have.  Every  body  is  brought 
up  in  situations  peculiar  to  him  alone  and  which  colour 
his  thoughts  and   choice.     I   must   write  here,    though 
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rude  it  be,  that  it  is  due  to  these  circumstances  and 
situations  that  attend  upon  such  persons  that  many 
parents  are  blind  to  a  sense  of  beauty,  which  forms 
the  main  interest  of  a  cultured  person's  life.  Naturally 
enough,  an  educated  and  cultured  youngman  would 
like  to  marry  an  educated  girl,  but  is  not  that  many 
a  youth  has  to  suffer  the  stubbornness  of  his  parents 
who  in  their  choice  reject  an  educated  girl,  despising 
her  as  a  characterless  flirt,  and  unfit  for  household 
duties.  A  very  serious  charge  indeed  but  how  easily 
it  is  flung  at  them.  This  is  how  once  an  old  lady 
complained  to  me  of  her  daughter-in  law  who  would 
use  a  glass-feeder  rather  than  that  one  made  of  a 
metal  against  her  wishes.  This  is  not  a  minor  issue, 
there  have  been  quarrels  over  it.  A  funny  story  indeed 
but  true  to  the  last  word. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  parents  too  tell  a  boy  that 
educated  and  cultured  men  are  characterless  rogues. 
Perhaps  not.  Then,  is  it  that  education  plays  a 
double  game  ? — ^to  ennoble  the  boys  but  corrupt  the  girls. 
We  must  boldly  admit  that  over  and  above  certain 
eugenic  considerations,  parents  to  be  sure,  never  take 
note  of  them,  even,  the  psychological  element  of  choice 
or  love  is  necessary  for  happy  marriages. 

Now,  let  us  see  what  are  the  considerations  of 
the  parents  in  wedding  the  destinies  of  the  youth.  I  have 
to  open  this  chapter  with  a  very  sad  tale.  Not  long 
ago — only  three  years  back,  to  be  exact,  I  was  travel- 
ling by  the  Karachi  Mail  among  some  other  college 
students.     At     Multan,     a     young    lady   got   into   our 
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compartment  with  a  babe  of  some  two  year's  in 
her  arms.  She  was  weeping  profusely  and  I  addressed 
her  by  way  of  sympathy  and  on  enquiry  I  was  told 
that  her  son-in-law  had  died.  You  would  be  wonder- 
struck  to  know  that  the  son-in-law  was  no  other 
than  the  husband  of  the  infant  child  in  case  who 
was  at  that  time  sucking  the  milk,  literally  and 
actually,  from  her  mother's  breast.  The  poor  child 
was  stamped  Avidow.  You  might  think  I  am  giving 
you  an  extreme  case  but  such  marriages  are  in 
vogue  in  many  parts  of  India,  even  after  the  inception 
of  the  Sharda  Act.  The  same  lady  related  to  me  that 
the  children  are  betrothed  when  they  are  in  the 
wombs  of  their  mothers  or  even  before  in  which  case 
the  two  married  men  and  women  enter  into  a  sort 
of  contract  that  the  child  of  either  would  be  married 
to  that  of  another  pro\'ided  of  course,  they  are  of 
opposite  sex.  Two  men  or  women  because  they  are 
friends  and  in  order  to  strengthen  the  friendship 
make  their  children  mere  means — lifeless  tools  as 
Plato  said  and  force  them  to  their  own  selection. 
Happy  or  imhappy  after  marriage  they  have  no  busi- 
ness to  consider,  they  have  done  their  duty— 
perhaps  the  only  duty  left  for  the  Indian  parents — 
their  craving  to  unite  into  wedlock  their  innocent 
sons  and  daughters  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
All,  at  their  cost  !  It  is  not  the  harmony  of 
culture,  thought  or  colour  that  is  sought  by  the 
[)arents  but  the  harmony  of  cast  and  creed  ;  this  is 
the     havoc    played     by     the    caste    system     in     India. 
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Bound  together  in  an  early  age  the  couples  are  imma- 
tures  in  taste,  inclinations  and  imagination,  shakj''  in 
their  beliefs,  uncertain  in  their  ways,  unsteady  in 
behaviour  and,  above  all.  unable  to  shoulder  any 
difficulty   whatsoever. 

Those  who  attach  very  little  importance  to 
likeness  of  tastes,  culture  etc.,  are,  of  course,  mis- 
taken. They  do'nt  see  that  these  differences  mean 
much  more  in  fact,  than  they  could  ever  think. 
All  that  they  can  and  do  advance  on  their  behalf 
is  that  even  where  a  careful  selection  has  been 
made  the  differences  soon  begin  to  emerge  never- 
theless, and  the  two  who  were  seemingly  united  in 
love  fall  out  after  some  time  in  despair  and  distrust. 
But  that  however,  only  shows  that  had  there  been 
judicious  selection  the  chance  of  such  differences 
would  have  been  still  less.  It  is  but  natural  to  get 
on  quite  smoothly  with  persons  of  similar  or  com- 
promising temperaments.  It  will  be  observed  in  con- 
siderable number  of  places  where  husbands  and  wives 
are  pulling  against  each  other  for  their  ways  are 
quite  different.  One  observes  examplary  simplicity, 
even  to  the  point  of  neglecting  or  carrying  very  little 
the  ordinary  rules  of  cleanliness  while  the  other  is 
of  extremely  ostentatious  nature  and  would  like  to 
decorate  the  home  and  all  about  it  in  many  ways. 
Some  such  differences  produce  the  irritable  nature  in 
both.  Soon  after  marriage  the  differences  begin  to 
show     their     ugly     faces,    tastes   do   not   agree,  habits 
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(If)7Vt  see  their  ways  to  mutual  friendship,  inclinations 
fall  on  divergent  paths  while  the  different  ideals  and 
ambitions  pull  against  each  other  in  hostile  directions 
till  the  uncompromising  and  unflexible  stern  attitude 
of  both  breaks  in  between  the  love  that  was  hardly  or 
never  born. 

An  acquaintance  of  mine  related  to  me  the  other 
day  the  story  of  his  marriage.  He  said  his  father 
who  did  not  vrant  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  his  neigh- 
bour, promised  him  in  marriage  to  his  daughter.  In 
short  he  was  married.  Now,  when  he  is  a  father  of 
three  children  he  said  with  heavy  heart  and  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  he  is  not  fairly  treated  by  his  father- 
in-law  who  leaves  no  opportunity  in  taunting  him 
and  ever  reminding  him  of  the  marriage-sale  and 
difficulties  of  his  buyer-father. 

And  if  parents  are  a  bit  more  wise,  they  would 
try  to  search  out  the  only  child  of  the  rich  parents 
irrespective  of  his  or  her  qualities  hoping  to  strike  a 
good  monetary  bargain  out  of  it.  All  this  business — a 
trade  with  sons  and  daughters  of  India.  I  would  not 
wonder  the  least  if  some  body  were  to  tell  me  that  in 
some  parts  of  India,  boys  and  girls  are  sold  for  marri- 
age purposes  at  the  highest  bidding.  And  they  are, 
Avithout  doubt ! 

Those  parents  who  have  no  consideration  for  money 
have  another  weak  spot  in  their  skin — an  overpower- 
ing impulse  to  satisfy  their  personal  desires  and 
wishes — to  see  their  sons  and  daughters  married  at 
the   earliest    opportunity.       Most    of    the    marriages  are 
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'wjsh-fulfillino' — to  borrow  PVeudian  terminology,  of 
parents  and  not  of  their  sons  and  daughters.  If  it 
be  tnxe  that  young  boys  and  gjirls  fall  in  love  at  first 
sight  it  is  more  than  true  that  parents  sell  the  'com- 
modities' to  the  first  buyers.  How  lively  it  would  have 
been  if  companions  were  won  and  not  bought. 

At  best,  the  parents  can  wait  for  the  first  two  or 
three  years  of  college  career  and  as  soon  as  a  student 
enters  the  degree  or  post-graduate  classes,  he  is  voked 
with  bonds  of  matrimony.  Our  joint  family  system 
does  play  its  role  in  this  drama  for  it  is  hoped  that 
husband  and  wife  would  be  absorbed  in  the  family 
and  hence  no  economic  problems  for  the  newly-married 
couple  would  arise.  But  the  idea  soon  degenerates 
into  petty  trifles.  The  poor  newl}'  married  girl  can- 
not have  any  say  in  the  home  for  if  she  says  any- 
thing, soon  comes  the  reply,  "After  all  your  husband 
is  living  on  our  enunbs.  What  is  he  doing  and  all 
that  ?"  She  is  not  a  mere  child.  Would  it  not  injure 
her  self-respect  ? 

Another  gloomy  side  of  ovir  marriage  customs  is 
the  dowry  system  which  has  deteriorated  the  moral 
tone  of  the  parents  as  well  as  the  youth.  Girls  are 
not  asked  in  marriage  for  their  own  sake  but  for 
the  sake  of  money.  Many  an  educated  youngman 
has  an  eye  over  the  money  of  his  would-be  father- 
in-law  and  hopes  to  realise  the  dreams  of  his  life  which 
money  could  bring  to  him.  In  some  cases,  he  will 
enter  into  a  contract  promising  him  a  specific  amount 
of  money    before    he    gives   word    for     marriage.      This 
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doubly  affects  the  society — ^both  who  gives  and  who 
takes.  Its  more  evil  effect  is  pronounced  in  case  of 
the  poor  who  sell  their  bag  and  baggage  to  cele- 
brate the  marriages  of  their  sons  and  daughters.  These 
marriage  extravagances  compel  them  to  borrow  money 
by  fair  means  or  collect  it  by  unfair  ones,  which  debt  they 
cannot  pay  off  to  the  last  day  of  their  retirement 
and  their  children  and  children  of  children  in  some 
cases  are  born  debtors.  Their  honour  is  sold,  they  are 
mal-treated  and  what  not.  One  evil  leads  to  infinite 
regress  and  this  is  the  usual  course  of  social  events 
m  our  society.  The  stories  are  constantly  pouring  in 
showing  the  bankruptcy  of  self-respect  and  dignity. 
The  highly  educated  persons  are  reported  to  have  gone 
away  in  protest  from  the  marriage  platform  for  not 
being  sure  of  cheques  of  a  large  amount  from  their  fathers- 
in-law.  And  under  what  pretext  ?  They  are  straight- 
forward and  honest !  But  have  thrown  to  the  winds  all 
the  qualities  that  constitute  man's  glory.  Mahatma  Gandhi 
observes,  "Any  youngman  who  makes  dowry  a  condition 
of  marriage  discredits  his  education  and  his  country 
dishonours  womanhood." 

It  is  highly  commendable  for  those  educated  people 
who  willingly  decline  to  accept  any  dowry  and  set  a 
good  example  which  others  would  follow.  Again,  it 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  society  that  the  legisla- 
tures should  pass  bills  restraining  the  extravagant 
expenses  of  marriage.  We  understand,  at  the  time 
of  writing,  that  '-The  U.  P.  Hindu  Reform  Marriage 
Reform    and  Dowry  Restraint    Bill  "    published  on  May, 
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1030   for  general   information   is   to    sen^e    the     same 
effect. 

Immediately  connected  with  the  problem  of  marri- 
age is  the  burning  topic  of  the  day  i.e.  divorce.  Divorce 
is  already  a  current  system  among  the  Muslim  com- 
munity while  some  of  the  Hindus  have  bee  n  fighting 
for  it  in  the  legislature  although  they  have  not  been 
successful.  Why  is  it  that  there  is  cry  all  over — the 
woman-world  demanding  and  fighting  for  the  right 
to  divorce.  Assuredly,  it  is  due  to  the  extreme  high- 
handedness and  supreme  tyranny  of  the  husbands 
over  their  wives  who  have  in  fact  exploited  the  legal 
and  moral  bond  to  their  own  selfish  interests.  She  has 
been  often  abused,  bullied  and  thrashed  much  to  her 
disgrace  and  yet  compelled  to  linger  on  in  union  with 
the  tyrannous  husband  faithfully.  The  husband  may 
abuse  other  woman,  go  to  prostitutes  and  pick  up  all 
the  possible  evil  habits  and  yet  the  wife  has  no 
authority  to  interfere  in  these  matters  while  the 
same  wife  cannot  move  out  of  the  home  even  to 
attend  any  social  function.  It  is  not  an  extreme 
license  that  most  of  the  husbands  have  been  in- 
dulging in  and  yet  for  a  long  time  women  have  suffered 
patiently  their  t}Tannies,  Who  could  imagine  that 
in  such  state  of  affairs,  a  wife  could  possibly  get  on 
with  life  half  so  cheerfully.  Rather  misery  and 
suffering  must  be  her  lot.  Why  should  not  the  right 
of  divorce  be  given  to  her  ?  She  genuinely  asks  and 
demands,     I    am    hesitant    to   give   a    hasty    judgment 
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before   considerinfj   the    various   pros   and   eons   of  the 
matter  in  ease. 

Divorce  in  west  has  become  a  well-recognised 
institution  claiming  to  restore  the  lost  equilibrium 
in  marriage  affairs.  But  I  doubt  very  much  if  the 
practice  has  been  able  to  keep  before  it  the  spirit 
of  the  letter.  Whereas  the  aim  of  divorce  was  actually 
to  end  the  miserable  life,  it  has  brought  in  more 
misery.  In  few  individual  cases  the  divorce  has 
been  a  great  boon  but  on  the  whole,  the  society  at 
large  has  suffered.  A  few  genuine  cases  of  divorce 
arc  followed  by  a  large  number  of  baseless  cases 
where  divorce  is  sought  in  law  courts  for  which  there 
is  always  some  or  the  other  lope-hole  in  the  fabric 
of  law  or  justice.  If  the  stories  are  true,  the  divorce 
is  reported  to  have  been  sought,  sometimes  on  very 
funny  grounds.  Perhaps,  if  a  husband  would  Uke  to 
see  a  picture  much  against  the  wish  of  his  w^ife  the 
latter  would  go  to  the  court  complaining  of  the  attitude 
of  the  husband  which  has  upset  the  whole  balance 
of  her  mind  and  the  law  and  justice  of  the  land  which 
anxiously  wait  for  oppressed  people  comes  into 
operation  and  readily  decides  in  favour  of  the  com- 
plainant. Morality  and  general  sense  of  responsibility 
have  been  rendered  lax.  The  system  of  divorce  provides 
no  break  to  the  rising  passions  and  moods  of  the 
moment  for  at  such  occasions  the  courts  are  resorted 
to  ratlier  after  calm  and  cool  deliberation.  There  is 
no  incentive  for  the  couple  to  understand  each  other 
and     share     each     other's     joys    and    miseries    through 
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thick  and  thin  and  more  or  less,  eliildish  behaviour  is 
exhibited  in  these  cases.  Husbands  and  wives  pass 
on  from  hand  to  hand,  never  satisfied,  with  quickened 
impulses  for  variety  must  do  so,  till  at  last  their 
patience  exhausted  they  ha\e  to  fall  on  some  or  the 
other  much,  against  their  liking  to  pass  the  remaining 
years  of  their  life.  And  what  is  the  fate  of  the'  poor 
children  ?  We  all  know.  Never  perhaps  such  couples 
have  realised  that  they  owe  something  to  the  children. 
At  times  of  passions  and  unextinguishable  flarnes 
they  get  blinded  to  all  interests  of  their  children.  Egoism 
surpasses  the  parental  affections  and  at  the  moment 
they  find  themselves  concerned  only  about  the  personal 
pleasures. 

What  then  is  the  way  out  of  this  tangle  ?  Perhaps 
the  remedy  has  been  seldom  found  in  extremes. 
"Golden  mean"  of  Aristotle  might  guide  us  to  some 
reconciliation  and  compromise.  ^Ve  should  try  to  incor- 
porate only  the  spirit  of  divorce  in  our  society  and  not 
the  whole  letter  of  it.  Dr.  Deshmukh's  Divorce  Bill 
introduced  in  the  Central  Legislature  some  time  back 
embodied  such  spirit.  The  main  points  on  which  the 
divorce  should  be  allowed  were  judiciously  brought  out 
by  Dr.  Deshmukh,  Divorce  according  to  that  bill 
should  be  allowed  only  if  the  husband  is  physically 
unfit,  crippled  and  impotent  or  he  forcibly  misuses  his 
wife,  beats  and  threatens  her  with  life,  or  himself  leads 
bad  life.  We  heartily  support  that  in  such  extreme  cases 
of  brutal  and  shameless  behaviour  the  husband  should 
have  no  right  to  have  possession  of  her  any   the   longer. 
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Of  course,  all  these  allegations  should  be  sufficiently 
searched  and  verified  ;  the  courts  should  see  that  they 
do  not  make  too  much  mockery  of  the  whole  affair. 

Let  us  consider  now  in  passing  the  fate  of  widows 
in  India — widows  when  puberty  has  hardly  dawned 
them,  perception  never  clear  and  imagination  just 
immature.  They  are  widows  long  before  they  can  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  marriage,  not  to  talk  of  all  the 
responsibilities.  Endless  number  of  widows  in  India  is 
a  shameful  blot  on  the  face  of  Indian  ideology. 
Whereas  a  man  can  marry  as  man}'^  wives  as  he  likes 
after  the  death  of  one,  the  woman  has  to  remain  single 
all  through  after  the  death  of  her  husband.  She  is  to 
live  a  condemned  life  of  torture  and  woe,  lost  of  all  self- 
respect,  prestige,  honour,  property  and  social  position  so 
much  so  that  even  ordinary  aesthetic  pleasures  are 
denied  to  her  which  makes  the  tale  sadder  and  gloomy. 
She  is  not  to  attend  any  social  function,  enjoy  no  pro- 
gramme of  recreation.  The  red  spot  (bindi)  on  the 
forehead  and  comparatively  richly  and  gaudy  <fress  will 
mark  off  a  married  woman  from  a  widow  who  niust  wear 
possibly  the  dirtiest  clothes,  and  undressed  hair  more  or 
less,  like  a  mad  person.  Not  only  this,  instead  of  being 
sympathised  she  is  hated  with  contempt.  Parents  warn 
their  daughters  not  to  mix  with  the  widows  and  draw 
them  up  in  picture  as  sin  and  devil   symbolised. 

What  fault  of  her  ! 

Many  die    a    lingering   death    both    physically   and 
mentally  sacrificing  or  I  should  say,  wasting  themselves 
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in  body  and  mind  and  many  more  have  to  resort  to  evil 
practices  which  their  circumstances  force  them.  With 
no  money  and  no  bread  yet  a  number  of  children  to 
look  after  for  her  motherly  love  urges  her  to  do  she  is 
cast  away  by  the  near  and  dear  ones.  She  yields  to 
many  temptations  and  does  all  what  her  widow-hood 
was  intended  to  guard  off.  Society  is  to  blame  for  first 
having  compelled  the  widows  to  take  to  such  life,  then 
throwing  all  moral  responsibihty  on  them.  What  a 
deceit. 

It  is  due  to  these  evils  in  our  system  of  marriage 
that  we  have  come  to  make  too  much  evil  of  the  institu- 
tion of  marriage  and  some  cool-hearted  moralists, 
strongheaded  otherwise  go  to  the  length  of  proclaiming 
marriage  a  mere  luxury.  There  are  many  St.  Jeromes 
to-day  who  are  impatient  to  cut  down  by  the  axe  of 
virginity  the  wood  of  marriage  as  they  have  failed  to 
find  out  any  other  purpose  in  marriage,  except  perhaps 
a  luxurious  life.  But  what  is  marriage  if  ever  they  have 
pondered  seriously  if  not  with  all  its  responsibilities, 
with  all  its  suffering  like  bearing  children,  bringing  them 
up  and  providing  them  with  the  necessities  of  life.  Is 
such  a  life  all  luxurious  ?  May  be  for  those  who  neglect 
their  duties.  x 

Again,  what  is  after  all  the  purpose  of  divine  crea- 
tion, if  we  may  beliaviC  far  our  purpose  the  existence  of 
God  if  not  the  continuance  of  human  race  along  with 
the  lower  animals.  And  what  is  necessary  for  the 
human  race,  its  preservation  and  betterment  is  set  up 
in  the  form  of  instincts  in  the    human    mechanism.     No 
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wonder  then,  the  sex  instinct  be  deep-rooted  iu  human 
nature  with  all  its  charm  and  lucidity  that  attend  it  for 
its  preservation. 

Surely,  we  do  not  want  to  see  the  human  race 
extinct  from  the  altar,  but  why  then  at  the  same  time, 
the  sacred  institution  of  marriage  be  highlj''  repelling  to 
our  nature.  Picture  for  a  moment  the  condition  of  a 
society  where  marriage  is  not  recognised  either  by  rite 
or  law  and  the  people  live  in  a  sexual  anarchy  as  it  were 
flirting  from  one  woman  to  another  like  cuckoos  and 
you  would  indeed  be  going  back  to  the  savage  state 
when  paternity  Avas  not  recognised  and  the  institution 
of  prostitution  was  highly  flourishing.  As  variety 
quickens  the  impluse,  this  type  of  system  is  highly 
hurting  social  organism  physically  as  well  as  mentally. 
Besides,  what  I  have  to  say  against  this  may  well  be 
put  in  the  words  of  Bertrand  Russel.  "  One  must 
suppose,  therefore,  that  discovery  of  father-hood  would 
make  human  society  more  competitive,  more  energetic, 
more  dynamic  than  it  had  been  otherwise." 

Moreover,  there  is  a  problem  more  fundamental  than 
this — the  problem  of  children.  Who  are  to  bring  them 
up  ?  Where  are  they  to  be  schooled  ?  Say  as  you  per- 
haps may  that  state  must  provide  facilities  to  them  and 
as  such  become  their  guardian  but  importance  of  home 
cannot  be  ignored  for  the  matter*  of  that.  To  quote 
Russel  again,  "  Parents  as  a  rule  arc  fond  of  their 
children  and  do  not  regard  them  merely  as  material  for 
political    schemes.     The   state   cannot   be   expected  to 
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have  this  attitude."  A  home  to  which  a  marriage 
ultimately  results  is  a  centre  of  all  social  and  political 
activities.  To  propagate  against  marriage,  therefore, 
would  be  to  strike  at  the  very  vitol  roots  of  the  society 
with  all  its  wonderful  institutions. 

On  the  psychological  side  no  less  than  on  the 
biological  side,  marriage  becomes  a  necessity.  '  We 
cannot  afford  to  suppress  the  sex  instinct  without  any 
damage  to  our  mental  and  physiological  make-up. 
Many  a  person  in  the  robust  enthusiasm  of  youth 
decide  not  to  marry  in  order  to  lead  an  ascetic  life  of 
purity  so  to  say.  But  you  know  what  the  resulting 
dangers  are  ?  Mental  disorders,  hysteria  and  in  many 
a  case  insanity  Is  it  the  aim  of  mankind  ?  Is  insanity 
a  necessity  ? 

In  my  opinion,  marriage  is  the  only  possible  insti- 
tion  in  which  mankind  can  realise  its  instincts,  ambitions 
and  aspirations  all  harmoniously  and  indeed  it  is  the 
■only  field  where  moral  and  cultural  perfection  flowers. 
Is  it  not  then,  that  marriage  leads  to  perfecting  the 
human  ideal  for  in  marriage  alone  a  man  learns  to  love 
a  woman  constantly  and  stick  to  her  through  thick 
and  thin 

We  will  end  this  chapter  after  considering  the 
revolt  of  modern  girl  which  demands  justice  and  with- 
out which  the  problems  of  youth  remain  unsolved. 

All  revolts  a,re  the  necessary  consequence  of 
suppression  in  some  form  or  the  other  and  that  the 
suppression   is  all  top  bad,  no  body  would  deny.     From 
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a  baby  right  upto  an  old  bald  head,  any  suppression  is 
resisted  with  all  the  might  and  you  know  why  ?  I. 
understand  that  freedom  is  by  far  the  most  essential 
element  in  the  development  of  our  personality  and  as  - 
such  there  must  naturally  be  instinctive  resistance  to 
all  that  is  injurious  to  the  body.  This  tendency  is  a 
purposivis  fafct  in  our  biological  make-up.  Now,  the 
revolt  of  modem  girl  is,  np  excQptioq  to  the  general 
human  nature.  ,    ,     -. 

None  but  the'  most  obstinate  would  deny  that  the 
past  has  weighed  down  heavily  upon  the  girls  especially 
in  India.  They  have  so  far  suffered  the  male  dominance  . 
in  homes  as  well  as  in  society,  p'rom  time  immenvorial, 
the  Indiah  woman-folk  have  suffered  with  patience  tlie 
tyrannies  of  parents  and  husbands  in  homes  and  leaders 
in  society.  Too  faithful  to  the  Indian  ideals,  they 
fail  to  realise  that  the  gentle  sex  himself  is  a  constant 
menace  to  thdr  ideals  for  he  exploits  them  for  his 
own  comforts!  They  have  been  thrown  back  and  given 
very  low  position  in  the  family.  Even  to  this  dsiy, 
there  is  moiu*ning  as  it  were,  on  a  girl's  birth  where 
there  would  have  been  rejoicing  and  music  if  a  son  was 
bom  ;  so  much  so  that  a  woman  who  gives  birth  to 
daughter  after  daughter  soon  becomes  the  object  of 
contempt  by  the  husband,  who  if^  chances  and  circum- 
stances permit  him  would  go  in  for  marrying  another. 
Again,  it  is  not  as  far  back  as  one  quarter  of  the 
century  when  new  bom  babies  if  they  happened  to  be 
girls  were  killed  in  some  parts  of  India  and  thrown 
away.      Although  the  practice   has    niuch    been    dis- 
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<!ouraged  yet  stray  cases  from  remote  parts  of  India 
iire  reported  from'  time  to  time.  The  reason  why  there 
as  a  cry  over  the  birth  of  a  girl  seems  to  be  that  they 
are  involved  in  more  liabihties  because  of  her  all  through. 
There  is  a  pragmatic  reason  too  that  she  is  to  be  of 
little  service  to  them  since  she  is  to  go  over  to  another 
family  and  so  on. 

Again,  picture  before  you  a  woman  of  some  fifty 
years  past,  raising  long  before  th6  sun  and  sleeping  late 
in  the  night  busy  like  a  domestic  servant,  providing 
every  comforts  to  the  husband.  But  who  knows  what 
is  in  store  for  her  when  her  husband  comes  home  in 
the  evening.  She  is  not  sure  of  his  temper  and  in  fact, 
anything  may  drive  him  to  beat  her  black  and  blue. 
How  the  male  came'  to  dominate  the  female  is  another 
story  and  a  very  long  one.  However,  for  our  purpose 
we  may  only  recall  that  the  girl  had  always  been  tied 
to  the  house  like  a  dumb'  cattle  and  in  many  cases  fed 
for  a  better  market  for  the  parents,  to  be  sure  expected 
to  board  a  good  deal  of  money  by'  marrying  them  to 
widowers  of  old  age.  It  is  useless  to  paint  the  gldom}'^ 
picture  and  the  more  touchingly  to  convince  you  of 
the  facts  which  are  almost"  dramatised  scenes  of  every 
day  life  even  upto  this  day.  But  my  intention  in 
giving  anything  of  that  sort  is  to  support  the  revolt  of 
the  modem  girl  which '  is  otherwise  condemned  by  our 
good  old  riien.  It  is  my'  contention  born  of  history  that 
lies  behind  and  the  future  that  it  is  assuming  forward 
that  freedom  would  '  not  fall  at  yoiir  feet.  It  is  always 
won  after  hard  and  strenous  work  which  may  exact  any" 
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amount  of  sacrifice.  You  must  pay  the  price  for  any- 
tliing  and  why  not  much  more  for  such  a  heavenly  bliss 
as  freedom.  But  to  those  who  are  deluded  to  believe 
that  girls  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  use  their  freedom, 
I  may  well  reply  in  the  famous  words  of  Macaulay  who 
is  once  said  to  have  replied  the  politicians,  on  the 
problem  of  liberty,  "  Many  politicians  lay  it  down  as  a 
self-evident  proposition  that  no  people  ought  to  be  free 
till  they  are  fit  to  use  their  freedom.  The  maxim  is 
worthy  of  the  fool  in  the  old  story  who  resolved  not  to 
get  into  the  water  till  he  had  learned  to  swim. 

Fortunately  the  times  are   changing.     The   girls   are 

no  longer  willing  to  bow  down  so  low,    they   must   come 

to  their  own.     There  is   cry   all    over — right   and   left 

"Equality  out  birthright."  I  believe  it  is  high  time  for  the 

well  wishers  of  the  society  to  bring  about  a  compromise, 

between  the  two   sexes.     Otherwise,    it   may   be   noted 

that  the  result  of  this  now  unextinguishable   fire  would 

naturally  be  the  dethroning  of  man  from   power.     What 

I  apprehend  in  their  situation  is  that  woman  is  going  to 

dominate  the  man   in  a  very  near  future   and  all   the 

methods  to  avert  this  will  be  only  too  late.    The  history 

would  begin  a  new   resounding  with   the   cries   of  men 

rendered  helpless  under  the  yoke  of  female   dominance. 

I  express  it  even  at  the  risk  of  running  mad  in  the   eyes 

of  my  readers  but  I  already  see  the  signs  of  it. 

Let  us  consider  now  some  of  the  bread  principles 
which  would  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  reconstructing  the 
society. 
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Economic  independence 

In  an  institution  like  marriage  where  husband  and 
wife  are  complementary  parts  of  one  machine  the  pro- 
blem of  economic  independence  need  hardly  arise  but 
nevertheless  this  point  is  gaining  strength.  Girls,  to-day 
would  crave  for  competing  for  any  job  to  secure  -the 
economic  and  financial  freedom  and  security  for  other- 
wise they  would  remain  at  the  mercy  of  their  parents 
or  husbands.  You  can  hardly  check  any  genuine 
demand  of  mankind  much  less  they  urge  for  wealth  which 
is  pre-requisite  for  any  moral  development.  One  of 
the  evil  results  of  the  damand  on  the  part  girls  is  the 
neglect  of  homes  and  all  that  goes  with  that.  Other- 
wise woman's  office  in  the  home  does  not  in  any  way 
lessen  her  position  for  I  deem  that  office  quite  as  respect- 
able. It  is  only  that  we  have  not  so  far  respected  that 
office  that  they  dislike  it.  If  any  prestige  were  attached 
to  it,  many  men  would  be  tempted  to  take  over  the 
charge  of  this  office.  After  all,  what  is  the  position  of 
an  ordinary  man — a  clerk  or  a  typist.  Girls  envy  them 
go  in  for  typing  business  or  the  like.  All  this  to  com- 
pensate the  inferiority  feeling  they  have  so  long  carried 
with  them  I  am  sure,  many  girls  would  join  with  me 
in  asserting  the  home  as  their  proper,  nobler  and 
exalted  office. 

This  should  not  give  us  to  understand  that  woman 
as  such  should  enjoy  no  social  life.  She  may  and  she 
must  but  only  when  she  has  devoted  some  sufficient 
{lourr?  for  hoii^-.o-hold  affairs  which    she   must   take   upon 


m 

h^T  as  an  imperative  duty.  After  aH,  art  ordinan'  elerfc 
or  say  for  that  matter  quite  an  important  person  in.  an 
office  follows  a  routine  vyork  of  calculating  tvro  intOk  two« 
which  to  make  the  life  duU  an<J.  monotonous,  aLways- 
comes  to  fpur.  What  social,  positiop  do,  they  enjoy  by 
the  way  ?  Or,  what  are  their  contiyhutions  to  science 
and  literature  ?  Women,  on  the  o^her  hand,  have  some 
variety.  They  have  fairly  well  equipped  laboratory  to- 
study  the  child's  mind — the  beginning  of  hun>an  under- 
standing ^  they  can  contribute  much  original  and  first 
hand  knowledge  to  the  vast  store  of. literature.  But  how 
many  educated  women  have  turned  in  right  earnest  to 
the  study  of  Child  Psychology  and  other  house-hold 
problems  like  sanitation  and  cooking  which  remain  to  be 
studied  for  Indian  homes  in  a  scientific  manner. 

Now  of  course,  af;ter  the  proper  office  work  a  woman 
can  attend  any  social  function  and  enjoy  the  prestige 
equally  with  her  husjo^and.  Once  this  is  granted  the 
honour  and  position  in  the  society  would  be  a  matter 
of  personality  and  who-so-ever,ma,y  have  it  better,  will 
win  the  day.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  many  of  the  women 
simply  because  of  their  personcality  have  won.  more 
honour  in  the  society  than  their  husbands  who  inspite 
of  the  highest  political  power  that  crowned  them  could 
not  rise  to  that  position. 

But  how   long  would   these   heroipes_of    patience, 
suffer  ? 


CHAPTER  VI 

"^'    ■        ■'■''•'  kELlGlbN" 

Today,  science  has  unfolded  many  secrets  of  nature 
xvhich  lay  buried  under  the  debris  of  ignorance.     We  are 
no  longer  afraid  of  lightening    and   thundering,  clouds. 
We  no  longer  dread  the  storm  blowing  violently  for,  we 
know  these  are  usual  events  in  the  ^order  of  the  world. 
But  t^€se  very  phenomena  with  whom   ;we  feel  so   much. 
at  home  to'day,  presented  formidabjie  sl^ap^  ,,to   th^   pri-. 
mitive  man.'   For  him  the  lightening  and  thunder^  storm, 
came  as  a  result  of  the  wrath  of  sofpe   spirijt.     Thus   it. 
Was   in  sufeh  nature  formidable  indeed  as  it   impressed . 
upon  the  primitive  mind  that  his   imagination   grew   fpr 
the  explanation  of  these  phenomena   and   we  w^Jl   find 
later  on  how  in  these   very   imaginations   and   fantasies, 
th-e  religion  was  bOrn  and  grevsr  in  the  womb  of  time, 

•  '    As  we  have  seen,  there  was  fear  in  the  mind   of  the 
primitive  man  and  for  that  reason  he  created  many  gods 
and  gave  them'  shape  after  his  own  feelings  and  passions ;  . 
and  accordingly  we  find  that  the  gods   of  th?   priipiitive 
nian  assumed  the  shape  of  divinity  tinged  with,  human 
characteristics.     Wind  was  now  a  person  to  him,  &  little 
superior  to  him,  irnt  not  altogether  mystery  and   danger. 
The  storm  at  the  most  was  the  wrath  of   the   person   or- 
god-wind  which  appeared  more  comfortable.    It  w^s   ii^  v 
these  gods  that  he  felt  at  home  for  he  would   have  said 
t'O  himvelf,  "After  all,  this  is  something  like  myself — why 


to  fear  ?  But  inspite  of  all  such  rationalization,  the  fear 
lurked  in  his  mind  along  with  the  mysteries  and  indeed 
it  was  round  the  instincts  of  fear  and  curiosity  that  the 
whole  complex  or  sentiment  of  primitive  religion  was 
envoi  ved. 

Now  super-human  as  these  gods  were,  the  primitive 
man  admired  them  for  he  himself  could  not  rise  to  their 
level  and  we  find,  therefore,  that  on  emotional  side  the 
emotion  of  admiration  was  the  most  fundamental  one 
accompanied  by  the  two  other  sistei*  emotions  of  awe  and 
reverence  which  together  account  for  what  is  sublime  in 
religion.  At  this  stage,  his  expression  resulted  in  the 
production  of  art.  By  intuition  he  transformed  his  gods 
into  ima<yinarv  characters  after  his  own  feelings  and 
emotions  and  we  find  accordingly  that  with  the  advent 
of  art  and  symbolism,  the  personal  character  of  the 
primitive  man  began  to  enter  more  and  more  in  religion. 
This  free  and  uncontrolled  imagination  is  responsible  for 
the  inexhaustive  literature  embracing  art  and  mythology. 
But  through  and  through,  this  attitude  of  the  primitive 
man  was  dominated  by  the  feelings  of  dependence  and 
that  is  perhaps  why  women  because  of  their  attitude  of 
dependence  are  more  religious  minded  than  men.  It 
is,  sometimes,  humourously  remarked  that  relgion  is 
creation  of  the  weak  who  in  order  to  safe-guard  them- 
selves give  out  various  kinds  of  divine  punishement  to 
be  inflicted  upon  the  cruel  people,  but  then  is  it  not 
our  ideal  to  protect  the  people  ?  Perhaps,  the  world 
would  have  been  driven  to  follow  Spencerian   doctrine — 
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'  Survival  of  the  fittest '  if  not  for  tender  nature  born  of 
religion  in  man. 

As  there  is  struggle  in  every  human  field  so  there 
came  to  be  many  sects  on  the  ground  of  more  belief  in 
some  gods  and  less  in  others ;  there  too,  went  on  a 
continuous  struggle  for  existence  in  religious  field  and 
we  find  that  in  the  battles,  the  victorious  believed  their 
gods  to  be  true  as  the  victory  came  to  them,  they 
thought,  by  the  good  will  of  gods.  Thus  those  who 
won,  got  the  good  majority  to  adhere  to  their  gods. 

Primitive  religion  is  woven  round  these  shallow 
fancies  yet  inspite  of  this  it  seems  hardly  possible  and 
stil!  less  desirable  to  destroy  religion.  Religion  has  played 
overwhelmingly  an  important  role,  in  aiding  morality. 
Taboos  were  very  common  in  the  primitive  society  to 
guard  off  certain  evils  and  undesirable  things  in  the 
society.  No  doubt  religion  of  the  primitive  man  has 
outlived  its  usefulness,  but  we  cannot  forego  all  other 
virtues  which  attended  religion  so  faithfully  and  became 
part  and  parcel  of  it.  If  on  the  one  hand,  some 
perverted  people  have  done  more  harm  to  society  by 
embittering  sectarian  feelings  in  the  name  of  Religion, 
saints  on  the  other  hand  have  implanted  the  feeling  of 
sympathy  and  duty  in  the  human  breast ;  they  have 
made  man  God — fearing  which  means  loving  humanity. 

Philosophers  have  fought  endless  wars — merry  and 
bitter  for  the  explanation  of  the  Universe  but  in  vain. 
It  is  on  this  crucial  point  that  the  future  of  religion 
depends.  We  are,  now,  no  longer  to  be  carried  away  by 
the   blind   impulses,    we   are   rationalising   these    ideals 
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which  we  have  imbibed  unconsciously.  But  even  then 
the  people  would  not  submit  to  science  so  long  it  is 
unable  to  solve  all  problems  and  mysteries  of  nature,  of 
life  after  death,  of  immortality  and  God.  ■  If  these 
mysteries  are  solved,  nature  would  present  still  many 
ipore.  As  long. as  these  secrets  remain,  religion  must 
remain  in  some  form  or  the  other— only  if  it  be  old 
wine  put  in  new  bottles.  ■  .         ' 

, ,  We  have  seen  in  brief,  the  beginning  and  develop- 
n^ent  of  religion  through  the  ages:  Whether  we 
believe  in  that  story  or  not,  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes 
tq  the  fact  that  institutional  religions  of  to-day, 
have  outlived  th^ir  usefulness,  rather  they  have  begun 
to  harm  the  society.  Religions  with  which  were  associa- 
ted all  sublimity  and  divinity  are  exploiting  to-day 
the  poor  and  ignorant.  All  our  energies  arfe  being 
wasted  in  showy  ceremonies,  pompous  performances, 
rites  and  rituals  Without  being  purified  the  least'  in 
soul  or  mind.,  What  good  then  religion  serv^es  if  it 
cannot  cultivate  sympathy  and  enkindle  human  fire  at 
the  sight  of  the  miserable  lot  of  the  poor  and  sup- 
pressed people.  What,  could  it  sublimate  if  it  tan 
not  realize  the  craving  of  poet  Wordsworth,  who  sings 
passionately,  :,,.,. 

"Love  this  an  Universal  birth. 
From  heart  to  heart  is.  stealing,         " 
From  earth  to  man,  from  man  to  earth, 
This  is  the  hour  of  feeling." 
But  instead,,  we   feel  and    think    contemptuously 
against     each    other,   wars   are   declared    against  other, 
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hatidris,   coiiritless   lives  risked,     blood    shed    profusely 

fchildren  drphanned  and  ladies  widowed.  Yet  we 
are  trile  Christians,  true  Muslims  or  triie  Hindus— reli- 
gious to  the  core  of  heart  which  treasures  secretly 
and  sacredly  the  religious  elements.  Bfut  religion  is  not 
a  theory.  If  it  is  any  thing,  it  should'  mean  what 
it  is  in  practice.  Theoretical  knowledge  or  vain  and 
pedantic  display  of  it  is  no  critertibn  of  ones  faith 
in  the  creed.  The  only  touchstone  of  one's  faith  lies 
in  his  actions.  Now,  what  we  find  in  society  is  a 
complete  departure  of  actions'  from  knowledge;  our 
actions  are  only  changing  shadow  of  our  pretentions. 
Is  it  not  that  oUr  Rfeglions  have  made  men  more 
humbug?  Every  body  knows  the  answer  for  himself. 
Every  one  knows  in  his  heart  of  hearts  the  sincerity 
of  his  devotion  and  still  keeps  secret  of  it  from  another 
reglious  minded  person  who  himself  has  guaged  well . 
the  religous  depth  in  him,  but  in  return  would  not  risk> 
to  tell  that  to  anybddy  and  yet  they  know  about  each 
other  very  well.  Each  believes  almost  what  the  other 
does,  doing  what  the  other  practises.  Yet  everybody 
drawn  upon!  himself  or'  hereself  an  artificial  veil  of 
show  behind  which  are  clearly  visible  the  wild  passions 
playing  freely.  W6  need  penetrate  through  these  evils 
to  search  out  the  sores  df  society.  Perhaps  we  will  soon 
understand  that  we,  too,  wear  the  same  veil.  A 
delusion,  a  ddibrate  fraud  and  yet  we  choose  to  live 
freely  under  it." 

Why  not  come  forward  and  say  openly   and   frankly 
what     we     feel,     think    and    believe   about   it   and,    in 
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practice  do  what  we  believe  than  to  put  on  false  veils 
to  deceive  others  and  misguide  them.  I  am  very  w^ell 
aware  of  the  power  of  priesthood  or  Brahmanism  more 
particularly  in  India  and  generally  in  all  parts  of  the 
globe  which  has  wielded  and  undying  and  unfortunately 
extremely  perverted  influence  in  our  society  and  with 
all  that  they  have  commended  respect  from  the  ceremonial 
platform ;  honoured  in  churches,  mosques  or  temples 
and  everywhere.  But  true  religion  is  a  spirit — an  inner 
urge  which  no  temple  or  mosque  can  embody  unless 
the  mind  is  wholly  cast  in  that  spirit.  What  a  sad 
spectacle  we  find  in  the  pilgrims  which  every  body 
knows,  are  proverbially  notorious — where  the  so-called 
saints  and  Sadhus  who  are  held  in  high  reverence  by 
all  the  people,  prostitute  morality  itself  in  broad  day 
light  and  yet  a  lot  of  money  is  wasted  observing  the 
ceremonies  and  feeding  the  Sandhus.  Alas,  the  energies 
could  be  directed  to  some  better  and  higher  aims  for 
which  nobler  man  within  us  could  aspire.  At  the  time 
of  my  writing,  I  have  before  me  the  literary  Guide  of 
the  Rationalist  Press  Association,  London  and  I  cannot 
help  quoting  a  passage  from  the  Annual  Dinner 
Address  of  the  Rt.  ,  Hon.-  Lord  Snell  of  Plumstead, 
C.B.E.  It  reads,  "I  was  from  a  child  a  reader  of  the 
history  of  mankind.  I  learnt  from  it  one  appaling  lesson. 
It  was  this,  that  down  the  centuries,  civilization  (using 
the  word  in  the  highest  sense)  had  had  to  contend  with 
the  almost  overwhelming  forces  of  greed,  ambition, 
lust  and  cruelty,  masked  under  the  different  names  of 
different   theologies,    bred   of   ignorance    again,   an!  f.^  1 
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again  by  superstition.  I  read  of  church  after  church, 
sect  after  sect  in  east  and  west,  persecuting  one 
another  ;  every  attempt  progress  checked  if  not  stiffled  ; 
every  poet,  artist,  man  of  science  i^iaked,  persecuted 
often  to  death.  That  in  the  rough  was  the  story  of 
mankind  as  I  read  it.  That  these  theologies  were 
often  loftily  conceived  that  these  persecutions,  were 
inflicted  in  the  names  of  various  gods  who  were 
claimed  to  be  gods  of  love,  gave  a  touch  of  irony  to 
my  childish  mind,  to  the  dreadful  tale.  It  is  true  that 
I  read  of  great  men  within  these  churches  and  sects, 
but  their  virtues  were  independent  (as  it  seemed  to 
me  then  and  as  it  seems  to  me  now  of  their 
theologies)." 

Verily  then,  the  true  religious  spirit  will  only  be 
found  in  persons  who  do  not  practise  in  an  orthodox 
manner  one  patricular  religion  and  grow  fanatic  over 
it  even  on  no  great  matters.  I  make  bold  to  say  that 
the  most  of  the  leaders  of  to-day  at  the  helm  of  politi- 
cal affairs  usually  come  down  to  resorting  to  religious 
weapons  so  to  say,  and  havoc  wrought  by  them  dances 
cheerfully  before  our  very  eyes.  The  true  religions 
and  I  say  emphatically  the  only  religion  ever  thought 
of  as  an  ideal  would  only  be  'Humanitarianism'  and 
hence  the  need  felt  for  Universal  Religion  which  finds 
echo  in  the  following  words  of  Tolstoy  "I  believe  that 
this  very  hour  the  great  revolution  is  beginning  which 
has  been  preparing  for  two  thousand  years  in  the 
religious  world — the  revolution  which  will  substitute  for 
the  corrupted   religion   and   the   system   of  domination 
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which  proceeds  therefrom,  the   true   ReHgiou   the   bases, 
of  equaUty   between   men   and  of  true  Hberty  to  which , 
all  beings  endowed  with  reason  aspire." 

We  find  no  justification  why  should  a  religion  due 
all  to  itself  come  in  conflict  with  another  religion  if 
it  embodies  an  universal  spirit.  These  differences  are 
only  appearences — only  different  expriessions  and 
manifestations  of  the  same  reality.  Artists  likewise 
are  moved  by  the  artistic  instinct,  inspiration  I  should 
say  for  it  is  not  so  common  in  every  body,  but  they 
certainly  differ  in  their  expressions.  Hunger  is  one  of 
the  most  fundamental  instincts  of  man,  but  every  body 
has  personal  taste  as  well  as  modes  of ,  taking  food. 
These  expressions  and  tastes  are  minor  majtters  \vhich 
should  not  be  made  the  basis  of  so,  muph  bitterness 
among  different  religions.  Even  the  followers  of  the 
same  religion  do, not  always  adhere  to  the  same  principle 
le  :  tkey  in  fact  see  their  own. ways.  Aft^er  all Jthere- 
scientists  are  divisions  amopg  artists,  and  philosophers 
but  the.se  are  not  degraded  to  personal  prejudices  against 
each  otheri  Why  should,  therefore,  alone  on  religious  side 
these  differences  be  magnified  and  fe(J .  by  communal 
organisations  ? 

Taken  in  this  light,  there  remains  very  little  need 
for  Universal  Religion  which  would  embrace  the  fund- 
amental, moral  spiritual  values  discovered  by  philosop- 
hy and  science  and  leave  the  rest  to  the  individuals. 
But  our  reason  goes  beyond  it  and  dream  of  Universal 
Religion — the  religion  of  mankind.     The  Bahai  religion, 
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for  example,   which  stands  for  the  unity  of  all  religions, 
gives  forth  the  following  ten  principles. 
;r  1.     The  independent  investigation  of  truth. 

2i     The  oneness  of  mankind. 

3.  International  peace.  •    '    • 

4.  Religion  must  conform  to  science  and  reason. 

5.  Prejudice  must  be  for  ever  banished.     , 

6.  Equality  of  sexes.'  -  ^         ' "    ^    \   ■  ■  •   ■ 
74     The  social  plan. 

8.;    The  parliament  of  Man. 
9 J     Universal  Education.' 
10.     Universal  Language.*   • 
Of  course,  it  is  very  noble   ideal   and   our   energies 
must'  be   directed    towards  some' such  ideal.    However, 
Icjt. us  consider  somfe  of  the  difficni'lties.         <  '  • 

■j  In  the  first  place,  taken  an  example  of  the  very 
first  principle,  independant  investigation'  of  trtith. '  The 
ppoblem. is  not  a  new  one.  Philosophers'  have  spent 
day  and  night  over  it,  hxit  have  not  come  to  any 
conclusion^  and  their  reaon  instead  of  proving*  k  hfelp 
has  baffled  them.  What  is  tru6  for  one  is  absolutely 
wrong  for  th^  other  and  the  whole  history  of  philoso- 
phy testifies  to  this  fact  till  at  last  we  fall  back  upon 
the  Protagorean  conclusion  "Man  is  the  measure  of  all 
things."  . 

In  the  second  place,  the  difficulties  arise  from  the 
fact  that  many-  other  aspects  those  of  culture*,  krt 
architecture  etc.,  are  bound  up  inseparably  with  diff- 
erent religions  which  have  created  cohftised  senti- 
me;nts  and  associations  in  the  mind  of  an   average   man. 
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Until  and  unless  these  associations  are  stripped  off 
from  various  religions  and  understood  as  such  their  is 
no  hope  for  an  universal  Religion,  which  can  only  be 
a  religion  pure  and  simple  arrived  at  by  an  elaborate 
process  of  reasonsning. 

The  difficulties  are  many  and  intricate  but  as  soon 
as  these  are  overcome  we  shall  see  our  dreams  realized. 
Let  us  hopefully  strive  for  that  end. 


CHAPTER   VII 
COMMUNAL  PROBLEM 

Communities  stand  at  cross  roads  at  this  juncture 
of  Indian  history.  Religious  and  communal  differences 
have  gone  deep  into  political  fabric  and,  in  fact,  they 
are  mere  disguises  to  gain  political  ends.  Still  worse, 
sects  or  communities  are  multiplying  rapidly  and  there 
are  classes  emerging  within  classes.  Selfishness  of  a 
person  or  a  few  persons  gathers  them  together  to  make 
one  class  and  oppose  and  tyrannise  over  the  other 
classes.  Springing  from  one  common  source  of  jealousy 
and  hatred,  the  spirit  of  sectarianism  has  affected  us 
through  all  possible  channels.  There  is  provincialism 
— he  is  a  Bengali  or  he  is  a  Panjabi  I  help 
and  then  he  is  an  agriculturist  or  a  non-agriculturist — 
to  think  if  these  differences  are  accentuated  and 
fed,  we  can  imagine  that  there  would  be  no  limit  to 
parties  and  sects.  Neighbour  would  rise  against  neigh- 
bour with  sword  in  his  hand  or  there  would  be  parties 
as  neighbours  and  non-neighbours  and  so  on,  fighting  on 
those  fundamental  principles  which  they  have  evolved 
for  themselves.  We  were  hopeful  as  of  course  we  still 
are  for  the  solution  of  inter  communal  problem  a  decade 
ago  but  we  find,  as  the  time  swells  with  experience,  that 
it  has  back  the  clock  of  progress.  Removed  from  the 
units  of  the  so-called  civilization  /.  c,  our  towns  and 
cities,  we  could  find  the  happy  spirit  of  common  brother- 


hood  and  goodvv'ill  in  the  remote  \inag'es  but  we  find, 
to-day,  the  same  remote  villages  turned  into  the  hot  beds 
of  communal  fights.  Our  efforts  have  won  us  all  this 
plight  which  spectacle  tickles  some  to  enjoyment.  If  we 
think  over  our  efl'orts,  we  will  soon  find  what  is  wron<T 
with  them.  We  find  consequently  that  the  glow  of  hope 
which  used  to  be  ours  at  the  picture  of  unity  looks  from 
a  distance  dimly  fading;  and  much  though  we  hoped  that 
the  disease  of  comraunalism  would  soon  leave  the  body- 
politics  of  India,  yet  it  has  not  materialised  in  spite 
of  it. 

Religious  and  communal  feelings  have  bseci  exploit- 
ed, misused  and  draggled  into  small  affairs,  for  political 
and  material  gains,  for  winning  bread  and  butter :  to  mt- 
religion  in  India  has  always  stood  up  symbolized  as  a 
naked  or  a  ragged  pauper  knocking  from  door  to  door 
begging  morsels  and  bread.  It  is  irony  to  find  the 
greatest  of  religious  persons  or  I  should  say  communal- 
minded  people  in  political  field— at  the  top  of  political 
affairs  prostituting  religion  and  morality.  If  Hinduism 
and  Mohammedanism  as  such  have  so  much  degraded 
us  and  still  continue  to  involve  us  in  a  passionate  war 
of  hatred  against  each  other,  let  us  bid  good-bye  to  such 
religions.  And  if  those  who  believe  that  they  have 
adopted  them  mere  as  means  should  say  so  frankly  so 
that  we  are  not  snared  and  taken  in  by  them.  After 
all  how  often  a  Hindu  or  a  Muslim  would  behave  in 
ordinary  course  of  life  fully  conscious  of  Hinduism  and 
Mohammedanism  about  him  or  in  him.  In  the  course 
of  usual   life  one   thinks,   acts   and    behaves  in  a  way 
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which  is  common  to  all  individuals.  It  is  just  the 
natural  ways  of  man  that  he  gives  expressions  to  and 
the  religious  differences  step  in,  or  are  forced  in  to 
realise  some  baser  self  within  us.  How  far  the  Hindus 
and  Muslims  stick  to  their  religions,  observe  their  com- 
mands or  believe  and  act  accordingly. 

It  is  to  the  younger  generation  that  our  nation  must 
look  now  for  the  solution  of  the  Hindu-Muslim  problem 
in  a  very  amicable  way.  It  is  hoped  that  by  and  by  as 
education  gives  its  true  to  the  educated  persons  they 
would  think  more  of  deeper  values  rather  than  superfluous 
points  of  differences.  We  find  the  stiidents  meeting  on 
the  common  platforms,  preaching  and  striving  for  com- 
mon cause  but  there  are  certain  limitations  to  which 
having  been  subjected  from  their  very  infancy,  they 
cannot  cross  so  easily  now.  These  limitations  are 
acquired  by  them  in  the  communal  institutions  of  educa- 
tion— as  schools  and  colleges  which  colour  their  vision 
and  make  their  behaviour  run  in  grooves.  Sectarian 
feelings  are  nurtured  in  the  narrow  atmosphere  of  com- 
munal schools  and  make  it  impossible  in  all  fairness,  to 
evolve  a  common  meeting-ground  of  the  different  com- 
munities. Rather  from  their  own  platforms  or  pulpits 
they  preach  against  each  other  or  even  sometimes  on 
the  same  platform  come  to  clash  on  trivial  matter. 
Even  in  such  friendly  affairs  like  sports  or  games  where 
the  spirit  of  comradeship  should  prevail,  we  find  the 
rival  players  from  two  rival  communal  institutions  walk 
through  the  streets  when  either  of  them    have   won    the 


game  decrying  each  other's  religion,  causing  contempt 
and  hatred  resulting  sometimes  in  serious  clashes.  This 
communal  spirit  which  is  born  in  schools  and  colleges 
where  of  course  it  expresses  itself  in  violent  outbursts 
enters  later  on  in  the  wider  arena  of  life. 

The  first  step,  therefore,  that  we  could  take  in  the 
way  of  bringing  any  unity  between  the  communities 
would  be  to  ban  the  religious  label  from  the  educational 
institutions.  For  education  if  it  is  to  mean  anything  must 
be  freely  given  under  free  atmosphere  where  there  is  no 
bias  and  no  prejudice.  Education  as  such  would  alone 
benefit  the  nation.  Besides,  there  is  much  of  economic 
waste  due  to  separate  communal  institutions  as  also  effici- 
encv  suifers  in  this  way.  Suppose  if  a  teacher,  is  to  be 
employed  in  any  institution  he  will  be  Hindu  if  the  Hindu 
community  runs  the  ii)stitutioii  and  Mohammedan  if  the 
Mohammedan  institution.  Even  if  a  competent  Moslim 
be  coming  forth  as  a  scholar  of  Urdu,  he  will  be  driven 
back  in  preference  to  a  comparatively  less  efficient 
Hindu  scholar  of  Urdu  only  because  it  happens  to  be  a 
Hindu  institution  and  vice  versa. 

Even  if  religious  instructions  were  to  be  imparted  to 
students  as  an  integral  part  of  education,  I  think  it 
could  be  better  effected  in  National  Institutions  rather 
than  in  communal  ones.  In  a  national  institution  e.  g,. 
Koran,  Bible  and  Vedas  could  be  taught  side  by  side  and 
the  students,  I  am  sure  would  not  hesitate  In  attending  all 
the  classes  and  imbibe  what  is  good  in  all  religions  in 
pure  scientific  and  free  spirit  without  malice  and  contempt 
which  mar   the   communal  harmony.     Besides   resulting 
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in  better  and  healthier  coinmuiial  atmosphere,  it  will 
at  the  same  time  improve  the  religious  literature 
by  dispassionate  study  and  I  am  sure  the  religious  world 
would  be  the  richer  for  all  that. 

Common  language  i.e..  evolving  Hindustani  would 
be  a  very  strong  bond  of  ensuring  inter-communal  Unity. 
Common  language  to  be  sure,  is  a  sufficient  bond  for  one 
word  mobilizes  all  who  vmderstand  it  to  common  line  of 
action  while  those  who  are  foreign  to  it  cannot  very  well 
feel,  appreciate  and  sympathise  with  it.  This  fact  can  be 
very  well  illustrated  from  the  animal  behaviour  when 
they  respond  sympathetically  for  the  call  of  any  note  of 
the  herd.  Besides,  the  common  language  as  such  would 
give  weight  and  prestige  to  Indian  literature  which  has 
so  far  not  been  able  to  come  to  its  own  because  of  lack 
of  one  common  language.  The  educationists,  we  are  sure, 
would  realise  the  immediate  importance  of  introducing 
Hindustani  as  the  only  national  language  in  schools  and 
colleges  and  should  discourage  those  leaders  who  get  up 
here  and  there  propagating  against  this  system.  The 
film  industry  has  gone  to  some  extent,  for  preparing  the 
way  for  Hindustani  to  capture  the  minds  of  the  people 
and  we  find  how^  many  of  the  pictures  are  enjoyed  by 
both  Hindus  and  Muslims  equally. 

Some  literature  of  Hindus  and  Moslims  in  general  is 
responsible  for  provoking  bad  motives  in  the  minds  of 
the  people.  While  in  schools  and  colleges,  religious 
teachers  never  grow  tired  of  exploiting  sentiments  of 
one  against  the  other  religionists.  History  taught  in 
schools  provides  yet   another   cause   for   the   communal 
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ill-will.  The  chUdren  v/ho  have  yet  hardly  begun  to 
reason  and  calculate  properly,  are  c  irried  away  by  the 
flood  of  passion.  I  admit  History  is  not  to  be  altered 
nor  facts  to  be  distorted  but  they  should  not  be  exaggc'- 
rated  either  and  still  less  be  written  in  bitter  language 
so  that  we  do  not  risk  the  delicate  communal  sentiment 
and  step  in  a  danyer-zone  of  the  folk-mind. 

The  proper  type  of  education  would  be  preparing  u>. 
for  the  broader  outlook  on  the  problems  of  life' and  if 
the  energies  are  directed  to  the  proper  aim,  the  time  will 
not  be  far  off  when  inter-communal  marriages  like  inter - 
cast  marriages  would  become  a  usual  feature  of  national 
life.  Many  broad  minded  people  have  alread}''  taken  to 
think  and  act  in  that  manner.  These  social  ceremonies 
would  bring  the  communities  nearer  each  other  and 
appreciate  each  other's  good  points  rather  than  dwell 
upon  the  weak  points  and  exploit  them. 
If  an  Indian  can  bring  a  wife  from  far  distant 
lands  and  seas — whose  culture  are  poles  asunder,  whose 
manners  altogether  different  and  whose  temperaments 
do  not  agree,  there  is  no  point  why  an  Indian  lady,  may 
she  belong  to  any  community,  would  not  come  very  near 
to  his  own  customs  and  culture. 

Press  has  always  had  a  very  strong  and  stimulating 
effect  in  educating  the  public  opinion  but  in  India, 
the  vernacular  press,  on  the  whole,  has  produced  ill- 
feelings  against  each  other.  The  bold  headlines  run 
dccrjnng  each  other  and  columns  are  filled  with  filthy 
and  poisonous  language.  Wider  things  develop  from 
small  ones  and  so  sentiments  of   hatred    and   love   from 
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minor  incidents.  But  we  ignore  them  and  do  not  do 
anything  in  return  to  cultivate  the  positive  feelings  of 
goodwill  against  each  other.  I  wonder  if  the  imagin- 
ation of  perverted  leaders  could  work  properly  to  fancy 
the  communal  likenesses  rather  than  differences.  It  is 
these  current  differences  and  prejudices  which  the  group 
mind  picks  up  and  works  them  upto  the  highest  pitch, 
falling  far  below  the  normally  accepted  standard  of  the 
individual.  To  this  mind  are  mostly  due  the  comunal 
riots  where  passions  run  so  high  that  without  thinking 
one  feels  the  emotions  of  others,  assimilates  them  and 
conveys  them  to  another  and  in  many  a  case  false  alarms 
having  no  real  significance  or  truth  are  conveyed  and 
magnilied  as  signboard  of  danger  as  it  were,  and  the 
group  mind  soon  finds  itself  stirred  up  in  imagination, 
pulled  up  in  emotions  and  driven  to  action,  w^hile  a  few 
left  outside  not  directly  affected  follow  their  fellow 
brothers  by  way  of  immitation.  All  this  for  the  sake  of 
one  or  two  ring  leaders.  Alas,  only  if  the  same  leaders 
were  good  and  had  the  interest  of  the  country  in  heart 
the  same  mob  would  turn  highly  moral,  restrained  and 
calm.     The  group  mind  is  the  mind  of  their  leader. 

Since,  as  I  have  repeatedly  remarke  d  disunity  is 
more  rooted  in  political  grounds,  our  first  endeavour 
should  be  to  wipe  out  the  cause  of  all  causes,  the  source 
of  all  sources.  It  is  high  time  that  we  realize  thq  neces- 
sity of  Joint  Electorate  which  alone  can  give  solidity 
and  unity  to  India.  Prima  facia,  separate  electorate 
means  nothing  but  a  house  divided  against  itself.  In 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  joint  electorate    is    the   only 
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way  of  getting  rid  of  majority  and  minority  complexes  : 
otherwise  after  all  so  long  as  Muslims  are  in  minority 
and  are  not  likely  to  gain  majority  Immediately  they 
must  feel  inferior  in  political  field,  and  it  is  quite 
psychological.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Hindus  who  are 
in  majority  will  behave  in  the  way  of  demanding  lion's 
share  and  dream  of  Hindu  Raj.  The  Indian  National 
Congress  has  taken  lead  in  the  right  direction  to  pro- 
pagate against  separate  electorates  and  exhort  the 
masses  to  prepare  their  minds  for  demanding  the  Joint 
Electorates  which  alone  would  be  able  to  come  over  the 
majority  and  minority  complexes  and  will  save  India 
from  the  incalculable  mischief  engineered  under  these 
complexes.  This  is  all  the  more  a  reason  why  we  should 
fight  Communal  Award  tooth  and  nail  and  root  it  out 
of  the  soil  which  has  been  so  favourable  to  it  so  far.  It 
should  be  wiped  out  not  because  it  is  doing  more  good 
to  Hindus  or  more  harm  to  Muslims  but  because  it  is 
i'lmdamen tally  wrong.  It  aims  at  directly  or  indirectly 
dividing  the  nation.  The  attitude  of  neutralitv  to  this 
inherently  abominable  bate  is  suicidal  to  national 
interests.  But  it  is  pitiable  to  watch  the  activities  of 
Hindu  and  Muslim  leaders  thinking  themselves  and 
making  others  think  their  communities  as  two  distinct 
nations  and  even  dividing  India  politically  on  that 
bases.  Pakistan  is  a  new  slogan  for  all  that  is  im- 
patriotic.  At  this  juncture  when  all  our  efforts  should 
have  been  focussed  for  a  common  cause,  we  find  the 
same  force  crushing  it.  Our  own  history  has  not  made 
us  anv  wiser,  slaverv  is  of  our  own  earning. 
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I  may  cud  the  chapter  by  a  passage  from  Sir  N.  N. 
Sarkar's  speech  at  the  Anti-commvinal  Award  Confer- 
ence, in  August.  1939. 

"The  communal  decision  has  created  an  unthinkal^lc 
solution  r?'z.,  a  majority  community  coming  through 
special  electorate  has  been  given  weightage  in  the  ,  shape 
of  the  excess  seats  not  justified  on  population  or  any 
other  basis.  Why  should  not  any  friend  of  Muslim 
community  against  whom  I  have  no  animus,  take  and 
try  hard  to  retain  a  gift,  and  give  it  up  on  the  quixotic 
ground  that  it  is  undeserved.  Where  they  are  in 
minority  they  got  weightage  because  minority  deserves 
assistance.  In  Bengal  where  they  are  in  majority,  they 
received  weightage,  possibly  not  because  they  are  liked 
but  because  they  are  less  disliked  than  their  Hindu 
brothers.  It  is  quite  like  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  both  will  be  looked  upon  with  equal  disfavour. 
There  is  a  legal  maxim  "where  the  equities  are  equal 
law  prevail" — and  may  we  not  expect  a  political  maxim 
— where  both  are  equally  abnoxious  let  justice  be  done." 


CHAPTER  VIII 
SOCIAL  WORKERS 

•  Although  societies  for  selfless  workers  are  growing 
enormously  in  India  yet  it  is  she  who  requires  right 
and  earnest  workers  in  great  number  who  can  work 
and  inspire  genuine  self-saerifice  for  the  cause  of  united 
and  free  India.  The  old  Hindu  system  had  classified 
the  four  orders  or  stages  of  life,  the  last  being  stage 
of  Sanyasi  or  self-less  workers.  Whether  that  system  in 
Its  entire  form  is  applicable  to  the  modern  construction 
of  society  is  very  doubtful  but  the  spirit  of  that  can 
be  infused  in  the  public. 

Many  public  servants  do  not  go  in  with  the  true 
public  spirit  at  heart  but  rather  with  the  zeal  or  inter- 
est to  use  influence  there  or  more  psychologically 
speaking  to  satisfy  the  self -a  ssertion  that  has  rapped 
the  human  nature.  It  is  the  more  deplorable  that 
many  leaders  are  not  able  to  shake  off  personal  preju- 
dices against  each  other  and,  more  often  than  not. 
come  in  open  conflict  against  each  other.  They  are 
streaked  in  personal  idiosyncrasies  the  social  and 
political  field  supplying  them  the  background  for  satis- 
faction of  all  the  impulses.  If  some  leaders  are  more 
intelligent  and  shrewd,  they  would  not  run  madly  hi 
reflections  and  abuses  of  personal  nature  but  they  would 
devise  more  sound  and  impersonal  measure,  taking 
sliield  behind  the  fair  name  of  Democracy  wliich  in  fact 
becomes    nothing    short    of   satisfying   revenge    through 
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constitutional  measures  over  whieli  they  happen  to  have 
full  control.  Their  restless  energy  fed  and  actuated  by 
the  instincts  of  jealousy,  hatred  and  revenge,  devising 
constitutional  or  some  such,  measures  has  done  more 
harm  than  could  be  thought  of  to  both  individuals  as 
well  as  nation.  Democracy  is  not  the  outer  fabric, 
methods  and  ettiquettes  but  it  is  much  more — the  true 
spirit  of  equality,  and  brotherhood.  Without  them  it 
is  body  without  a  soul.  It  is,  therefore,  in  the  besi 
interests  of  society  to  choose  whether  they  want  to 
be  led  by  a  particular  leader  or  not,  whether  he  is  a 
person  of  high  calibre  or  mere  passing  passions  have 
driven  him  to  assume  the  role  of  leadership  which 
would  fade  away  with  the  fading  passions,  and  above 
all  to  find  whether  he  sincerely  bears  the  good  of  nation 
to  the  core  of  his  heart  or  he  merely  exhorts  for  the 
sake  of  exhorting.  Can  he  suffer  with  patience  all 
difficulties  and  tyrannies  for  the  sake  of  his  cause  he 
has  held  dear  or  at  the  sight  of  hardships,  he  slip*; 
back  to  old  days  of  luxuries  he  has  been  used  to — watch- 
ing again  for  opportune  moments  when  it  would  be 
favourable  for  him  to  assume  leadership  in  the  name 
of  some  or  the  other  principle,  possibly  trying  to  gather 
support  from  well  known  sociologists.  What  use  then 
is  it,  putting  high  slogans  in  mouths  when  we  are 
cutting  at  the  very  roots  of  the  society  by  our  low 
actions,  but  we  must  remember  that  practical  philo- 
sophy has  grown  the  wiser  not  to  accept  the  truth  of 
one's  saying  by  ornaraeatal  language  but  by  simple  and 
sincere  actions. 
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The  advent  of  British  government  brought  in  its 
wake  the  institutions  of  titles,  which  though  is  not 
new  to  any  government,  has  had  a  demorahsing  effect 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  India  especially.  Brought 
up  in  the  soil  of  political  inertia  this  seeming  political 
power  of  titles  stirred  up  the  imagination  for  hank- 
ering after  the  sham-political  power  and  many  have 
done  it  even  to  the  extent  of  engaging  themselves  in 
anti-national  or  bureaucratic  interests.  What  is  again 
the  criterion  and  aim  of  conferring  titles  ?  Is  it  conferred 
on  those  who  have  been  truly  great  themselves  or 
have  done  something  for  promoting  culture  ?  Then  we 
ask  how  many  eminent  men  of  cidture  have  been 
conferred  with  knighthood  or  the  like.  They  have 
never  deserved  so  because  culture  and  education  have 
trained  them  to  choose  an  independant  life  without 
craving  for  the  offers  of  the  government.  They  have 
never  bowed  down  with  salaams  before  the  government 
officials,  nor  have  they  gone  to  them  with  complaints 
against  this  person  or  that  who  happens  to  be  in  the 
black-list  of  the  government.  In  our  own  interests 
we  should  shun  these  title  seekers  who  are  after  their 
own  interests  and  follow  the  lead  of  those  who  can  be 
bliss  to  our  nation. 

The  public  is  equally  to  blame  if  it  can  afford  to 
see  their  own  weaknesses  exploited  and  their  own 
money  wasted.  The  right  type  of  public  men  are 
not  being  sent  to  the  Municipal  Committees,  Legis- 
latures and  other  elective  bodies.*  From  the  positions 
which    they    occupy,     ill-deserving    for   they  have  nevCj. 
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had  any  schooling  ni  the  common  sense  school  of 
civics,  they  grow  wild  intoxicated  by  power  and  let 
loose  anv^type  of  language  Avhich  comes  to  their  tongue; 
they  grow  irresponsible  to  the  interests  of  the  society 
and  public.  The  proper  house  for  these  persons  should 
be  the  clinics  where  they  should  be  taught  to 
learn  the  control  of  the  tongue.  Civilization  has  fairly 
advanced  and  I  suppose  it  is  emerging  out  of  the  primi- 
tive man's  behaviour  not  to  tolerate  and  keep  patience 
with  such  slips  of  tongue  as  they  might  call  it.  It  is 
blot  on  our  culture  and  education  if  it  could  not  teach 
us  to  keep  restraint  on  ourselves.  Self-control  should 
be  the  hall-mark  of  our  education.  Due  to  these  and 
such  similar  evils  wc  find  the  faulty  administration 
and  faultv  lecrislature.  On  small  scale  we  see  the  hor- 
riblc  conditions  of  streets  and  lanes  in  a  town  where 
even  a  dog  would  wag  the  tail  to  clean  it  before  it 
makes  seat  for  itself — being  used  as  the  places  of  rec- 
reation for  the  public. 

It  is  not  then  without  any  reason  that  people 
spend  money  on  elections  lavishly  and  indiscriminately 
and  make  the  problem  of  elections  a  show  of  the  rich.  No 
government  would  win  any  credit  unless  it  stopped 
all  such  practices  and  under-hand  means  which  are 
responsible  for  degrading  the  'social  animal'  in  India. 
Such  cases  should  be  immediately  taken  note  of  and 
severely  dealt  with  so  that  these  political  ceremonies 
become  simpler  with  the  least  possible  show  inviting 
abler  men  to  shape  the  destinies  of  the  nation  wliich 
.otherwise  rots  in  the  hand   of  lesser   men.     Merit   and 
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ability  to  do  constructive  work  should  have  beenthe  right 
type  of  qualification  for  anyone  to  enjoy  some  position 
but  what  we  find  in  fact  is  depressing  picture  which  gives 
irony  to  our  imagination,  to  see  many  comparativelv 
illiterate  M.L.A's  and  city  fathers  nodding  their  heads 
in  the  meetings  when  practically  they  know  nothing 
of  the  situation.  It  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  nation  to  demand  the  withdrawal  of  such  persons 
from  the  bodies  as  they  are  mere  dummies  and  cannot 
sound  their  voice. 

As  I  write  tliis  I  am  fully  conscious  of  the  question 
which  some  of  the  readers  must  be  entertaining  in 
their  minds.  Has  anybody  a  right  to  criticize  drasti- 
cally the  private  life  of  a  public  man  ?  The  problem 
is  very  delicate  one  yet  it  concerns  vitally  the  org- 
anisation and  stability  of  society.  What  matters  more 
is  what  concerns  the  society  more.  It  seems  hardly 
possible,  therefore,  to  agree  with  those  who  believe 
that  public  men  as  such  must  be  judged  according  to 
the  work  they  do  in  society,  and  you  have  absolutely 
no  right  to  cross  this  ideal.  True  their  services  object- 
ively manifest  in  unceasing  movements  of  body,  are 
indispensible  :  but  does  it  mean  that  they  cannot 
serve  more  than  by  merely  coming  to  the  platform 
and  exhorting  the  people  to  do  this  or  do  that  ?  At 
best  it  may  serve  some  political  purpose  but  certainly 
cannot  elevate  the  moral  standard  of  the  society 
unless  and  until  the  public  men  themselves  lead  an 
ideal  life.     It  is  a  simple   psychological    fact    the    public 


would   almost   always   instinctively   copy  and  immitate 
their  leaders  because    of   the    prestige  they    enjoy.     By 
virture    of   this    prestige  or  privilege  whatever  you  ma> 
call  it,  it  becomes  their  duty  as    father   owes    to    a    son. 
to   lead    a   life   which   should    not   run    antagonistic  to 
the  interests  of  the  society.    Nor    should    we   be   expec- 
ting  a    taxine  and  ceaseless  work  from  the  leaders.  The 
other    day.    Pandit     Jawahar     Lai     Nehru     have     to 
give     out     a    statement   in    connection  with    the   pur 
pose  of  tour,  mainly  poHtical    as    it    was.     Even   if   the 
statement     had    read    that    the   aim    of   his    tour  was 
purely  a  recreation,  I  do  not  think    the  public    has    any 
right    or    for   that    matters  any  justification  to  criticize 
Panditji.     The   hard  work  put  in    by    the   public    men 
if  not  followed  by  due  recreation  would  obviously  injure 
their    health    and     consequently      the      society      would 
suffer.      But     to     grant     moral    anarchy   as    it    were, 
seems    to   us    to    be    the     most     Tinconvincing     ethica! 
doctrine. 

Let  us  consider  tliis  problem  from  another  point 
of  view.  To  safeguard  the  honour  of  public  men  it 
is  argued  that  morality  like  an  art  should  be  personal- 
This  comes  very  close  to  the  creed  which  is  called  in 
ethical  terminology  theory  of  creative  morality.  Mora- 
lity used  in  wide  sense  like  art  they  say  cannot  advance 
unless  there  remain  strict  principles  to  be  followed. 
True,  but  only  so  far  as  this  moral  autonomy  does  not 
harm  the  society  and  society,  to  be  sure,  is  not  con- 
stituted  by   a   handful   of  public  men.    Again  one  may 
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be  original  like  Mahatma  Gandhi  with  his  creed  of 
Non-violence  or  Ahimsa.  Christ  was  none  the  less 
original  with  his  gospel  of  love  and  Universal  brother- 
hood. Yet  I  am  sure  these  ideal  would  not  conflict 
either  among  themselves  or  with  the  interests  of 
society. 

However,  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  truth 
which  Kant  established  long  go.  "Act  so  that  your 
line  of  action  may  become  law  Universal." 
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